
Lovro Matek, 10 years old, Rijeka, winning drawing 18th dolphin day

 This year, our center was full of 
noise and excitement. Along with the 
usual activities were also new develop-
ments - At the beginning of the year we 
started the renovation of the centre - 
painting, restoration of permanent exhibi-
tion, and as a treat the opening of the 
"acoustic room" where everyone can hear 
the noises of the sea and the communica-
tion of the dolphins.
 Everything was completed by 
the 9th of April to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the founding of Blue World. 
During the celebrations the president of 
Blue World, Drasko Holcer, took us 
through the history of the organisation, 
and future projects to be implemented 
together with the City of Mali Lošinj. The 
response of the visitors was positive and 
many promised to support the plans.
 The volunteering programme in 
2010 remained similar to 2009 and we 
hosted many different people from all 
around the world, including Canada, USA 
and Europe. It is always interesting to see 
so many different cultures in one place. 
 This year was particularly busy 
with the media, lots of attention was 
focused in stories and articles about our 
activities, particularly the new centre and 
the first aerial survey of the whole 
Adriatic. More than 100 media events 
were written about our projects.
 Given that we have, for some 

time, kept the same four dolphins for 
adoption, this year we also decided to add 
some new friends. That does not mean 
that Sonja, Debby, Meta and Mush have 
disappeared, but you now have the oppor-
tunity to meet other dolphins. Through 
long discussions we decided to introduce 
Ivan, Santiago, Jop and Tac . Each of them 
completely different and very interesting.
 This year, for the first time, the 
centre had the honor of hosting an exhibi-
tion titled "Out of the Blue," by Mr. Milan 
Rubelli of Amsterdam. The opening was on 
the 1st of August and remained in place 
through the summer until the 31st of 
August. Mr. Rubelli presented his hump-
back whales - oil on canvas. The exhibition 
was made with the cooperation of the Mali 
Lošinj Tourist Board. Attendance in the 
summer was great and the exhibition 
provided something very unusual.
 The 18th Dolphin Day was 
celebrated on the 7th of August this year. It 
began with the placing of children's 
drawings on the waterfront and ended up 
with the waterpolo competition. We had 
the honor of a visit from Mayor Gari 
Cappelli and his wife, and the director of 
the Tourist Board of the City of Mali Lošinj, 
Mrs. Đurđica Šimičić. We would like to 
thank all those who supported us, 
promoted our work and believed in us.
See you next year!
   Andrea Borić

Dear Friends

Help the dolphin navigate the labryinth to catch the fish!

Kids Corner

Jop

Santiago

 In 2010 we met him 5 times. This 
summer he turned three and we noticed 
the first  signs of independence. Although 
his mother was still keeping an eye on him, 
he, as a real teenager  wanted to see 
everything for himself. Our boat was very 
interesting so he used every opportunity to 
come close and examine us. 
 His dorsal fin is very unique, with 
interesting patterns making him easily 
noticed in the group. Because of his small 
dorsal and tail fin we were concerned 
about his survival but inspite of that he 
showed us how strong he is.
 He is very fast, constantly in 
movement, preforming great jumps. This 
year we saw him near Oruda and Palacol, 
but also in the northern area near Trestenik 
and southern research area near Olib. 
 We are looking forward to meet 
him again!

 This year we met Santiago twice. 
Both times he was waiting for us near 
island Vele Orjule in front of Lošinj. As 
always he did not hesitate to approach our 
boat and to pose in front of our camera . 
His dorsal fin, together with his cheerful 
character, has not changed.
 In the group with the other 
juveniles he was clearly showing how 
playful he is by turning constantly on his 
back.
 Because he feels safe next to to 
us he was using every opportunity to come 
closer and use our boat fo a 'free ride' on 
the waves. He was bowriding almost all of 
the time!
 Hopefully in the upcoming 
months we will see him more enjoying, 
playing and fishing in this area.

Where are they now?
 Our Tac we saw twice this year. 
Like always she was in front of Trestenik, 
an area well known to her. Her three year 
old calf has a visible noch at the top of the 
dorsal fin, this is important as normally 
knotches and markings on juvenile dorsal 
fins are very poor because there is no 
interaction with other dolphins. So, every 
marking is highly appreciated by the 
researchers. This scar will allow research-
ers to recognize this juvenile much easier 
in the coming years. Last time, when we 
saw Tac she was with a group of mothers 
with calves among, from which we could 
recognize Grifo, Leja, Neverin, Zora, 
Melissa, Noel and Nataša.
 She has proved to be careful 
mother, always there for her calf. 

 The first time we saw him was at 
the very beginning of the year and up to 
now 4 more times. As usual, he was with 
group of young male dolphins in the 
central part of our research area, near 
lighthouse Bik but also near the island of 
Morovnik in the south.
 Because of his age, encounters 
with him are always full of energy and 
exciting. Last time he was watching us very 
curiously leaving enough space for a 
surprise.
 He is always in movement, very 
often doing acrobatic jumps when we are 
close to him.
 His dorsal fin has 2 new smaller 
incisions in the middle, but still a single 
white line, from which he is well known, 
makes him easily recognized.
 Last time when we saw him near 
island Veli Osir, together with another 43 
dolphins, he was playing with the youngest 
ones, teaching them all of his tricks!

Tac

Ivan

 During the last year we met 
Mush 12 times. Usually he is in a group 
with other dolphins like Meta, Maestral, 
Elmar and Duje, but sometimes he can be 
seen traveling alone in our research area.
 His dorsal fin has distinctive 
blade shape, but the outer lines are now 
almost completely white. Although these 
marks give him a more serious look his 
character he has not changed at all. During 
our encounters he was very sociable 
showing trust in us. We, researchers, love 
him because he is easy to follow with the 
camera. 
 In July we saw him near the 
island of Trstenik. He was alone, moving 
towards the south. When we came very 
close we could see how he is using his 
special 'fishing tehnique'. His movements 
became faster and faster and finally he 
jumped out of the water together with a 
small fish. The fish didn't have chance! – 
he is a great hunter!   
 Mush brings us alot of joy and 
every encounter is full of surprises!

 Meta still holds the status of the 
most sighted dolphin of Cres-Lošinj 
archipelago.
 In the last year alone we met up 
with him 15 times. Due to these regular 
sightings we noticed some changes to his 
dorsal fin – it now has a new large cut at 
the top and a few other smaller markings. 
These have occured through socializing 
with other dolphins in his group.
 This year he spent his time with 
Mush, Elmar, Maestral, Lily, Eva and Duje in 
areas that we do not tradionally find them 
– they have been using the northern part 
of the area, near the islands of Ćutin and 
Trestenik.
 Meta is a very interesting and 
playful dolphin, always for a bit of action �
Bowriding in front of our boat together 
with great high jumps these are his 
favourite things!!
 In this group it is really hard to 
say which dolphin is the 'big boss' because 
they act as a group and not like individuals. 
But, because of his cheerful and open 
character he likes to be the one that starts 
everything!

Mush

Meta

Debby

Sonja

 Last year we met her 6 times in 
our research area – from the island of 
Trestenik in the north to the Veli Brak reef 
in the south. She was always in groups with 
other mothers with calves. 
 Although we hoped to see her 
this year with own newborn – so far we 
have not had luck. But, when it comes to 
babysitting she is very responsible and 
takes care about the young ones while 
their mothers are fishing. She can be easily 
noticed because of her large body and dark 
colour. Her dorsal fin didn't change a bit 
and as it doesn't have many notches or 
marks it shows how calm and peaceful she 
is. As we said before, she likes to socialise 
with other female dolphins, but in May we 
saw her alone near Veli Brak. According to 
the remains of fish on the sea surface close 
to her, we knew that she is fishing and 
because of that we did not want to disturb 
her. 
 We look forward to seeing her 
again soon and hope that she will surprise 
us with her own calf.

 In 2010 we met Sonja only 3 
times in the southern part of the 
Cres-Lošinj archipelago. We assume that 
this area, during the summer months, is 
too noisy and that she is after more peace-
ful place. Now, when summer months are 
over we hope to see her more often again.
 Her extremely big dorsal fin 
makes her easy to recognize in the group. 
And, she is always with other female 
dolphins and their young very often 
babysitting them.
 During our encounter in June 
she came very close to our boat, curiousity 
sparkling in her eyes! We turned the 
engine off  and she started to preform a 
great play, full of  jumps. She was such a 
star!
                  Nikolina Rako

 In 2010 the Lošinj Marine Educa-
tion Centre was visited by a record 8,000 
visitors. We were particularly pleased that 
among them were 2,852 students from 
elementary and secondary schools who 
participated in our education programme. 
As expected, most visits were recorded in 
August, while May, June and September 
were reserved for school groups. Most 
school groups opted for lectures on the 
Adriatic Dolphin Project, but 618 students 
took different workshops in the centre and 
on the boat.
 In July, the educational team of 
Blue World visited the rehabilitation camp 
for children treated for cancer of the 
organization "Firefox" in Fužine where we 
lectured and gave a workshop about 
dolphins to students helping to provide 
input and support to the organizers and 
users of the camp.
 In addition to school groups, we 
welcomed several groups of students who 
have an educational programme of the 
Blue World included into their curricula. So 
for the third time we hosted students from 
the Geography Department of the Univer-
sity of Zagreb. For the sixth year running we 
hosted the participants of the International 
School of Conservation Biology, which is 
run in collaboration with the Croatian 
Biological Society, Department of Biology, 
Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb, 
and Centre for Marine Research "Ruder 
Boskovic" from Rovinj.
 Throughout the year the centre 
had hosted students for internships, 
advanced learning and to gain experience 
in Blue World. In total in 2010 the 
programme was attended by 11 students, 
some of which have decided to create their 
master's thesis as part of research projects 
of the organisation.
 In collaboration with the primary 
and secondary school Maria Martinolic and 
Ambrose Haračića from Mali Lošinj, a 
project "Think Blue" has begun where Blue 

World lectures in the school for children 
and young people from the island. For high 
school students we launched the Oceano-
graphic group, and for older elementary 
school group for the Marine Biology Group. 
Of course little Blue World from Veli Lošinj 
continue to work. For those younger we 
cooperate with the kindergarten Cricket in 
Mali Lošinj to maintain educational 
workshops and children's playroom.
 Due to the large number of 
different programs and activities and a 
growing number of users and visitors to the 
Lošinj Marine Education Centre, the space 
in which we operate in Veli Lošinj became 
too small for us, and what we can and want 
to offer. So in the last year we started to 
search for a new larger space. Our eyes fell 
on the abandoned military buildings of Mali 
Lošinj and particularly the devastated the 
old House of JNA. We put your ideas and 
your vision of a possible new Marine Educa-
tion Centre at the site on paper and joined 
forces with the City of Mali Lošinj, which has 
given full support to request the building 
from the Central Office for State Property 
Management. Through this idea we will aim 
to form a new larger and more attractive 
Marine Education Centre at the accessible 
location near the centre of Mali Lošinj. This 
idea has gained the support of many of the 
local community, and now we eagerly await 
the response of the State Office and we 
hope to see in the future in the new centre.

News from the Lošinj
Marine Education Centre

Artist’s impression of the new education 
centre in Mali Lošinj
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Lovro Matek, 10 years old, Rijeka, winning drawing 18th dolphin day

 This year, our center was full of 
noise and excitement. Along with the 
usual activities were also new develop-
ments - At the beginning of the year we 
started the renovation of the centre - 
painting, restoration of permanent exhibi-
tion, and as a treat the opening of the 
"acoustic room" where everyone can hear 
the noises of the sea and the communica-
tion of the dolphins.
 Everything was completed by 
the 9th of April to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the founding of Blue World. 
During the celebrations the president of 
Blue World, Drasko Holcer, took us 
through the history of the organisation, 
and future projects to be implemented 
together with the City of Mali Lošinj. The 
response of the visitors was positive and 
many promised to support the plans.
 The volunteering programme in 
2010 remained similar to 2009 and we 
hosted many different people from all 
around the world, including Canada, USA 
and Europe. It is always interesting to see 
so many different cultures in one place. 
 This year was particularly busy 
with the media, lots of attention was 
focused in stories and articles about our 
activities, particularly the new centre and 
the first aerial survey of the whole 
Adriatic. More than 100 media events 
were written about our projects.
 Given that we have, for some 

time, kept the same four dolphins for 
adoption, this year we also decided to add 
some new friends. That does not mean 
that Sonja, Debby, Meta and Mush have 
disappeared, but you now have the oppor-
tunity to meet other dolphins. Through 
long discussions we decided to introduce 
Ivan, Santiago, Jop and Tac . Each of them 
completely different and very interesting.
 This year, for the first time, the 
centre had the honor of hosting an exhibi-
tion titled "Out of the Blue," by Mr. Milan 
Rubelli of Amsterdam. The opening was on 
the 1st of August and remained in place 
through the summer until the 31st of 
August. Mr. Rubelli presented his hump-
back whales - oil on canvas. The exhibition 
was made with the cooperation of the Mali 
Lošinj Tourist Board. Attendance in the 
summer was great and the exhibition 
provided something very unusual.
 The 18th Dolphin Day was 
celebrated on the 7th of August this year. It 
began with the placing of children's 
drawings on the waterfront and ended up 
with the waterpolo competition. We had 
the honor of a visit from Mayor Gari 
Cappelli and his wife, and the director of 
the Tourist Board of the City of Mali Lošinj, 
Mrs. Đurđica Šimičić. We would like to 
thank all those who supported us, 
promoted our work and believed in us.
See you next year!
   Andrea Borić

Dear Friends

Help the dolphin navigate the labryinth to catch the fish!

Kids Corner

Jop

Santiago

 In 2010 we met him 5 times. This 
summer he turned three and we noticed 
the first  signs of independence. Although 
his mother was still keeping an eye on him, 
he, as a real teenager  wanted to see 
everything for himself. Our boat was very 
interesting so he used every opportunity to 
come close and examine us. 
 His dorsal fin is very unique, with 
interesting patterns making him easily 
noticed in the group. Because of his small 
dorsal and tail fin we were concerned 
about his survival but inspite of that he 
showed us how strong he is.
 He is very fast, constantly in 
movement, preforming great jumps. This 
year we saw him near Oruda and Palacol, 
but also in the northern area near Trestenik 
and southern research area near Olib. 
 We are looking forward to meet 
him again!

 This year we met Santiago twice. 
Both times he was waiting for us near 
island Vele Orjule in front of Lošinj. As 
always he did not hesitate to approach our 
boat and to pose in front of our camera . 
His dorsal fin, together with his cheerful 
character, has not changed.
 In the group with the other 
juveniles he was clearly showing how 
playful he is by turning constantly on his 
back.
 Because he feels safe next to to 
us he was using every opportunity to come 
closer and use our boat fo a 'free ride' on 
the waves. He was bowriding almost all of 
the time!
 Hopefully in the upcoming 
months we will see him more enjoying, 
playing and fishing in this area.

Where are they now?
 Our Tac we saw twice this year. 
Like always she was in front of Trestenik, 
an area well known to her. Her three year 
old calf has a visible noch at the top of the 
dorsal fin, this is important as normally 
knotches and markings on juvenile dorsal 
fins are very poor because there is no 
interaction with other dolphins. So, every 
marking is highly appreciated by the 
researchers. This scar will allow research-
ers to recognize this juvenile much easier 
in the coming years. Last time, when we 
saw Tac she was with a group of mothers 
with calves among, from which we could 
recognize Grifo, Leja, Neverin, Zora, 
Melissa, Noel and Nataša.
 She has proved to be careful 
mother, always there for her calf. 

 The first time we saw him was at 
the very beginning of the year and up to 
now 4 more times. As usual, he was with 
group of young male dolphins in the 
central part of our research area, near 
lighthouse Bik but also near the island of 
Morovnik in the south.
 Because of his age, encounters 
with him are always full of energy and 
exciting. Last time he was watching us very 
curiously leaving enough space for a 
surprise.
 He is always in movement, very 
often doing acrobatic jumps when we are 
close to him.
 His dorsal fin has 2 new smaller 
incisions in the middle, but still a single 
white line, from which he is well known, 
makes him easily recognized.
 Last time when we saw him near 
island Veli Osir, together with another 43 
dolphins, he was playing with the youngest 
ones, teaching them all of his tricks!

Tac

Ivan

 During the last year we met 
Mush 12 times. Usually he is in a group 
with other dolphins like Meta, Maestral, 
Elmar and Duje, but sometimes he can be 
seen traveling alone in our research area.
 His dorsal fin has distinctive 
blade shape, but the outer lines are now 
almost completely white. Although these 
marks give him a more serious look his 
character he has not changed at all. During 
our encounters he was very sociable 
showing trust in us. We, researchers, love 
him because he is easy to follow with the 
camera. 
 In July we saw him near the 
island of Trstenik. He was alone, moving 
towards the south. When we came very 
close we could see how he is using his 
special 'fishing tehnique'. His movements 
became faster and faster and finally he 
jumped out of the water together with a 
small fish. The fish didn't have chance! – 
he is a great hunter!   
 Mush brings us alot of joy and 
every encounter is full of surprises!

 Meta still holds the status of the 
most sighted dolphin of Cres-Lošinj 
archipelago.
 In the last year alone we met up 
with him 15 times. Due to these regular 
sightings we noticed some changes to his 
dorsal fin – it now has a new large cut at 
the top and a few other smaller markings. 
These have occured through socializing 
with other dolphins in his group.
 This year he spent his time with 
Mush, Elmar, Maestral, Lily, Eva and Duje in 
areas that we do not tradionally find them 
– they have been using the northern part 
of the area, near the islands of Ćutin and 
Trestenik.
 Meta is a very interesting and 
playful dolphin, always for a bit of action �
Bowriding in front of our boat together 
with great high jumps these are his 
favourite things!!
 In this group it is really hard to 
say which dolphin is the 'big boss' because 
they act as a group and not like individuals. 
But, because of his cheerful and open 
character he likes to be the one that starts 
everything!

Mush

Meta

Debby

Sonja

 Last year we met her 6 times in 
our research area – from the island of 
Trestenik in the north to the Veli Brak reef 
in the south. She was always in groups with 
other mothers with calves. 
 Although we hoped to see her 
this year with own newborn – so far we 
have not had luck. But, when it comes to 
babysitting she is very responsible and 
takes care about the young ones while 
their mothers are fishing. She can be easily 
noticed because of her large body and dark 
colour. Her dorsal fin didn't change a bit 
and as it doesn't have many notches or 
marks it shows how calm and peaceful she 
is. As we said before, she likes to socialise 
with other female dolphins, but in May we 
saw her alone near Veli Brak. According to 
the remains of fish on the sea surface close 
to her, we knew that she is fishing and 
because of that we did not want to disturb 
her. 
 We look forward to seeing her 
again soon and hope that she will surprise 
us with her own calf.

 In 2010 we met Sonja only 3 
times in the southern part of the 
Cres-Lošinj archipelago. We assume that 
this area, during the summer months, is 
too noisy and that she is after more peace-
ful place. Now, when summer months are 
over we hope to see her more often again.
 Her extremely big dorsal fin 
makes her easy to recognize in the group. 
And, she is always with other female 
dolphins and their young very often 
babysitting them.
 During our encounter in June 
she came very close to our boat, curiousity 
sparkling in her eyes! We turned the 
engine off  and she started to preform a 
great play, full of  jumps. She was such a 
star!
                  Nikolina Rako

 In 2010 the Lošinj Marine Educa-
tion Centre was visited by a record 8,000 
visitors. We were particularly pleased that 
among them were 2,852 students from 
elementary and secondary schools who 
participated in our education programme. 
As expected, most visits were recorded in 
August, while May, June and September 
were reserved for school groups. Most 
school groups opted for lectures on the 
Adriatic Dolphin Project, but 618 students 
took different workshops in the centre and 
on the boat.
 In July, the educational team of 
Blue World visited the rehabilitation camp 
for children treated for cancer of the 
organization "Firefox" in Fužine where we 
lectured and gave a workshop about 
dolphins to students helping to provide 
input and support to the organizers and 
users of the camp.
 In addition to school groups, we 
welcomed several groups of students who 
have an educational programme of the 
Blue World included into their curricula. So 
for the third time we hosted students from 
the Geography Department of the Univer-
sity of Zagreb. For the sixth year running we 
hosted the participants of the International 
School of Conservation Biology, which is 
run in collaboration with the Croatian 
Biological Society, Department of Biology, 
Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb, 
and Centre for Marine Research "Ruder 
Boskovic" from Rovinj.
 Throughout the year the centre 
had hosted students for internships, 
advanced learning and to gain experience 
in Blue World. In total in 2010 the 
programme was attended by 11 students, 
some of which have decided to create their 
master's thesis as part of research projects 
of the organisation.
 In collaboration with the primary 
and secondary school Maria Martinolic and 
Ambrose Haračića from Mali Lošinj, a 
project "Think Blue" has begun where Blue 

World lectures in the school for children 
and young people from the island. For high 
school students we launched the Oceano-
graphic group, and for older elementary 
school group for the Marine Biology Group. 
Of course little Blue World from Veli Lošinj 
continue to work. For those younger we 
cooperate with the kindergarten Cricket in 
Mali Lošinj to maintain educational 
workshops and children's playroom.
 Due to the large number of 
different programs and activities and a 
growing number of users and visitors to the 
Lošinj Marine Education Centre, the space 
in which we operate in Veli Lošinj became 
too small for us, and what we can and want 
to offer. So in the last year we started to 
search for a new larger space. Our eyes fell 
on the abandoned military buildings of Mali 
Lošinj and particularly the devastated the 
old House of JNA. We put your ideas and 
your vision of a possible new Marine Educa-
tion Centre at the site on paper and joined 
forces with the City of Mali Lošinj, which has 
given full support to request the building 
from the Central Office for State Property 
Management. Through this idea we will aim 
to form a new larger and more attractive 
Marine Education Centre at the accessible 
location near the centre of Mali Lošinj. This 
idea has gained the support of many of the 
local community, and now we eagerly await 
the response of the State Office and we 
hope to see in the future in the new centre.
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Artist’s impression of the new education 
centre in Mali Lošinj
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