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14 Dear friends!

 Our new Aquamarine is in front of you! 
Throughout the entire year, our team was working on 
research, education and conservation, collecting new 
interesting information and stories with a handful of 
great photos through which we’ll describe to you our 
“Blue World”. As usual, there are stories from the field, 
research trips on the Adriatic Sea, encounters with 
dolphins, highlights from the Lošinj Marine Education 
Centre (LMEC) and Turtle Rescue Centre (TRC), as well as 
news on a variety of educational activities, which in this 
year there has been quite a lot. 

Every year we try to expand our activities and bring 
you news about our work. This year, for the first time, 
thanks to the collaboration with the management of 
Nature Park Kamenjak and Public Institution Priroda, 
BWI researchers have been surveying dolphins within 
Kvarnerić and Istrian waters. As part of the EU funded 
NETCET project we successfully organized trainings on 
surveying cetaceans for our colleagues from Italy (where 
we met Albus) and Montenegro. Besides our traditional 
Dolphin Day, for the first time this year we celebrated 
the World Day of Sea Turtles. Also, for the first time this 
year, in cooperation with CSO Bioteka from Zagreb, we 
organized a Summer School of Biology on the island of 
Lošinj. There has been lots of news, but also, already well-
known and well-established projects such as the Adriatic 
Dolphin Project continued their rhythm with no less 
exciting moments and challenges in all three research 
areas - Cres-Lošinj, North Dalmatia and Vis Archipelago.
Of course, all our new and old activities would not have 
been possible without the constant support of our 
sponsors and donors, including our dolphin adopters. 
We use this opportunity to sincerely thank you all once 
again.

Enjoy reading the new Aquamarine along with another 
nice novelty - this year again we got a new member 
of BWI team, our Matea gave birth to little Patrick in 
October. Given the trends in the Blue World Institute, 
and the development of the new Marine Science Centre, 
which every day gets closer to realization, we will have to 
think about organizing day-care for all our little ones :) !

Sincerely yours,
Jelena Basta
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 Bottlenose dolphin observations in the Cres-
Lošinj archipelago started in 2014 at the very beginning 
of the year. Our first encounter with 8 dolphins and the 
Velebit Mountain covered with snow as the background, 
promised a special year. Now that the year is almost at an 
end, the preliminary analysis of the data shows it to be 
true.

We were in search for dolphins in the area of the North 
Adriatic covering a total of 2,709 nm, approximately 5,000 
km, the equivalent of driving from Rijeka to Gibraltar. We 
searched for more than 165 hours and spent over 80 
hours during 122 encounters with dolphins. Of course 
the number of dolphins wasn’t the same every time, the 
biggest group was around 30 animals and the smallest, 
naturally only one.

The long-term collaboration with Public Institution 
“Priroda” from Primorsko–goranska County continued 
this year within the project “Determining the use of 
area by bottlenose dolphin in the North Adriatic Sea”. 
Research included 3 zones, west side of island Lošinj 
and Cres, and the Vinodolski and Velebitski channels. 
Dolphins were observed 24 times as part of this project, 
with most observations on the west side of the island of 

Lošinj.  Even though the only barrier is the island Lošinj, 
dolphins from the east and west side of the island are 
rarely observed in the same group.

What was new this year was the cooperation with Public 
Institution Kamenjak, Istria, the aim was to determine the 
presence of bottlenose dolphins along the coast of Istria. 
The discovery was astonishing. In 5 days of research, 
dolphins were observed 22 times with most sightings 
in the area of Cape Kamenjak. Really good weather and 
calm sea gave us great results. We are full of excitement 
for this new area and we look forward to new sightings 
in Istria in the future.  

In addition to the fact that this year researchers broke 
the record number of dolphin observations in Lošinj the 
Adriatic Dolphin Project also had record number of eco-
volunteers and students. In total 26 eco-volunteers and 6 
students helped in collecting and entering data and with 
data analysis. So we met people from Italy, England, USA, 
Germany, Canada, Hungary, Scotland, Austria, Spain, 
New Zealand, Singapore, Croatia, Belgium, Denmark, 
Serbia and France. The financial support of all volunteers, 
adopters and supporters is crucial for the running of the 
project, so a big THANK YOU to our sponsors, donors, 
dolphin adopters, the Environmental protection and 
energy efficiency Fund, the European Union, the National 
Foundation for Civil Society Development and our eco-
volunteers and students. In the end, your support means 
our success!

 In 2014, we worked intensely on preparing 
the feasibility study for the new Marine Science Centre 
in Mali Lošinj. Preparation for the development of the 
Marine Science Centre has been substantially supported 
by the Ministry of tourism. The Ministry financially 
supported the development of the conceptual design. 
Based on the resulting layouts, they declared this 
project important for the development of tourism and 
nominated it to receive technical aid for development 
of financial and tendering documentation for funding. 
Ministry of Regional Development and EU Funds, 
leading the EU funded project “Preparation of future 
programming documents and the accompanying 
project pipelines” accepted this nomination and is now 
finishing the project documentation for application to 
EU Structural and cohesion funds. Finally, BWI and the 
City of Mali Lošinj signed a collaboration agreement 
for future development of the Centre, should funding 
become approved by the EU.

We also had the opportunity to present the plans for 
the future Marine Science Centre on the first European 

Adriatic Dolphin Project - Lošinj News on the future Marine Science 
Centre
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interparliamentary conference on sustainable tourism 
which was organised in Zagreb and Mali Lošinj. There 
were more than 120 participants from 24 countries. 
The Marine Science Centre was presented to the 
representatives of relevant authorities in tourism of 
the national parliaments of EU states, to the experts 
in tourism and diplomats. It is envisioned to present 
a prime example of the way development in tourism 
can serve a conservation role through educational and 
scientific content. We hope that the preparation stage 
will be over during 2015 and that we will be able to show 
some photographs of the building phase in the next 
Aquamarine.

Written by: Tihana Vučur

Written by: Jelena Basta

loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta)

conceptual design of the exhibiton space of the new Centre

a group of bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus)



 Research activities on Vis started in April, 
which is when we first took off to the open sea with a 
well-known mixture of feelings marking the beginning of 
almost every year. Every pattern of behaviour that is part 
of the well-established research methodology was being 
conducted with the outmost care, hoping this will aid in 
achieving the first sighting. Unlike our station on Lošinj, 
fieldwork on Vis is usually interrupted during autumn 
and winter. This means there is an obvious expectation 
for the first fins to appear on the horizon, giving us an 
answer to the question whether the dolphins stayed in 
this area, and more importantly, which ones. Despite 
unfavourable conditions at sea, we managed to find 
a pair of adult animals at a location we call “in front of 
Barjaci”, northwest of the island of Vis. It is an area where 
we often find dolphins, contributing only a small part 
of the entire surface area covered by the research. The 
entire area is centred on the island of Vis and expands 
towards Šolta and Hvar in the northeast, Korčula and 
Lastovo in the southeast and St. Andrija and Jabuka in 
the west. Although we only saw two animals in the first 
encounter, we were satisfied as these were recognisable 
as Gusla and Pulentac, whom we last saw in 2012. In the 
end, these were only the first pair of a total of 175 animals 
we managed to find during this very demanding season.

In the months that followed, the island of Vis had 
acquired a view very unusual for the warm part of the 
year. Previously, the view from the sea was spectacular 
albeit leaving a completely different impression 
considering the summer dry season had its toll on the 
plant community. However, this season a torrent of rain 
came down on the island, soaking the soil and turning it 
into a green oasis in the middle of the open sea. Due to 
the fact our work is based on a boat with stable and calm 
weather conditions as a requirement, it is not difficult to 
understand we were often left to wait for better times 
to come amidst the thunderstorms, rain and wind. 
Nonetheless, natural processes beyond our control 
provided some outstanding conditions making the wait 
worthwhile.

This year our presence on the island of Vis coincided with 
a rare astronomical event called the lunar perigee which 
is a moment in time when the Moon is closest to the 
Earth. The time when an unusually large and shiny Moon 
would appear was announced well in advance. A large 
portion of the public decided to look up towards the 
sky in search of the Moon. However, we had a different 
approach and saw this as an opportunity for a very 
special kind of field outing which we managed to carry 
out. In normal circumstances we conduct our research 
during daylight because it is difficult to find a group of 
dolphins in conditions of low light intensity and it is even 
more difficult to make photographs of animals with 
sufficient quality to discern between individuals. The 
intense moonlight enabled us to find and track a group 
of dolphins after sundown. This is when we made photos 
of slow moving dolphins resting under the light of the 
Supermoon. We managed to recognise female dolphins 
Leontina and Coco and their young as well as some other 
resident dolphins we saw in the vicinity of Vis Island in 
the past. The data we collected is even more important 
because it offers an insight into dolphin behaviour and 
movement at a time that is otherwise inaccessible.

We often found ourselves at sea at sundown, following a 
group we managed to spot thanks to the mirror like flat 
sea that succeeds the afternoon westerly wind and swells. 
These conditions make it fairly easy to spot dolphins 
breaching the surface in order to take a breath. However, 
photographing these animals soon becomes a race 
against time in the ever fading sunlight. Unfortunately 
we are first and foremost researchers, determined to 
collect data. Only after we are completely satisfied 
with the work we have done do we become observers 
with unique scenery presented in complete peace and 
quiet, disturbed only by the murmuring of the outboard 
engine. This is when the reasons for investing lots of time 
and energy into bottlenose dolphin protection as well 
as the protection of their environment and other marine 
organisms become painfully apparent.

One of the key pieces of information necessary for the 
development and implementation of management plans 
is determining the minimum home range of distinct 
individuals as well as the corresponding populations. It is 
therefore very important to compile the data and look at 
them in a context larger than the local research projects. 
This year we tried to achieve this by doing a short trip 
to the area connecting Vis archipelago to ADP North 
Dalmatia. We waited for favourable weather conditions 
and set off towards Primošten in order to join forces with 
our colleagues and collect valuable insights concerning 
this unknown area. In just a few days we managed to find 
several bottlenose dolphin groups that were composed 
of individuals from either research project but not both. 
The adopters of one of our most resident dolphins Sir 
David will be intrigued to know that we also encountered 
this dolphin in front of Rogoznica even though he was 
observed near Korčula just a month prior to this sighting. 
We hope this kind of data will be used to deepen our 
knowledge about this interesting area facing the open 
sea and the great depths of the Jabuka pit in the future.
The abovementioned depths are home to the giant devil 
ray (Mobula mobular). Any doubts we may have had 
about this information were gone when we saw a couple 
of fins appearing in the distance in front of Primošten. 
We came closer and witnessed two large fish moving 

just below the surface, occasionally breaching it with 
their wide fins. Our presence did not disturb them. On 
the contrary, the animals were slowly swimming behind 
the stern of the inflatable boat which was circling in one 
place. This allowed us to make short video clips of the 
animals using a small camera and an underwater housing 
that we submerged from the vessel. The animals were 
swimming with ease at a depth of just several meters and 
were occasionally moving away from the boat before 
they finally disappeared into the abyss. This encounter 
proved to be an especially pleasing experience and still 
presents great motivation to the researchers pushing 
them to help understand the status of these organisms 
in the Adriatic and to continue collecting data that was 
so scarce just a while ago.

Sightings like these as well as photographs, educational 
information and similar content constitutes material 
we regularly upload to our FB and/or official Internet 
page, gaining a notable response. This year we managed 
to attract the interest of the Croatian Radiotelevision 
resulting in an appearance in the popular show “Sea”. We 
talked about different aspects of our activities and also 
shared some of the video footage we had made during 
the season. You can watch the entire recording on our 
Vimeo channel (http://vimeo.com/111503056). We hope 
we will be as successful next season and give you plenty 
of reasons for joy with upcoming news about your and 
our bottlenose dolphins from Vis archipelago!

Adriatic Dolphin Project - Vis
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Written by: Jure Miočić-Stošić
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bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) in front of Vis

http://vimeo.com/111503056


 It’s late autumn, winter is nigh and, as usual 
for this time of year, we are staring at thousands upon 
thousands of dolphin photographs collected last 
summer. The usual stream of thoughts when analyzing 
dorsal fin photographs isn’t really exciting. It goes 
something like this: „left side, bad light, angle is good, 
in focus, fair quality, name of the dolphin – Dory“; and 
then for the next photo: „left side, good light, good 
angle, high quality, hmmm, which dolphin is this?, looks 
familiar, need to check if it is in the Lošinj catalog, maybe 
colleagues from Veli Lošinj have seen him this summer?, 
or maybe is this the one that we sighted earlier this 
summer, I need to check that sighting… when we left 
Murter and spotted them right near the island of Prišnjak, 
there were Lara with her calf, De Vito and Enigma in that 
group… After that we had to return because a storm was 
coming…“ And so the thoughts wander away from the 
dorsal fin currently on the screen. And we start recalling 
all the days at sea, dolphin sightings, people and events 
(the good and the bad ones) that marked our second 
research season in northern Dalmatia.

The season started stressfully. My Anika, the old-timer 
sailing boat that we use as a mobile field base and that 
served us so well during the research season 2013, 
showed her age (78 years) – the gearbox died right during 
the first week while we were in Kornati National Park. 

That is quite a serious trouble and visit to the shipyard 
for repair is inevitable. With this handicap, the trip back 
to Murter took three days. Lucky for us, the weather was 
really fine and we even managed to survey the area 
and record some sightings with our research vessel – 
an inflatable 5-m speed boat. After our winter absence 
from the area we were curious to see if we will see the 
same dolphins as the last summer. And with every new 
sighting we were encountering familiar dorsal fins. There 
you are, old friends!

Upon returning to Murter we took Anika to the shipyard. 
The mechanics were repairing the gearbox and we were 
doing regular maintenance, but also managed to squeeze 
in some daily area surveys with the speed boat. After a 
week, our “mobile summer house” was in top form again 
and we were eager for new expeditions. But, as it turned 
out (and those who have been in Croatia last summer will 
remember), the rest of the summer did not do us a favor 
regarding the weather conditions. We were sitting far 
too often in the boat, anchored in some bay, waiting for 
the rain to pass. Or trying to find a safe harbor and avoid 
the nasty Adriatic summer storms. The rare days (or even 
hours) of fine weather were spent surveying the area in 
search for dolphins. Somehow (luck or miracle), despite 
the horrible weather, we managed to survey the whole 
study area according to plan, despite its considerable 
size – from the islands of Silba nad Olib in the north to 
the island of Žirje in te south. And so now, after having 

surveyed a total distance of 4700 km and recorded 72 
sightings, we can start putting the puzzles together 
to get the overall picture of the status of bottlenose 
dolphins in northern Dalmatia. Although some puzzle-
pieces will take years of research to find, we already now 
know that dolphins in this area are residents. These are 
not the same individuals that we know from our study 
sites in Cres-Lošinj and Vis archipelagos. What is curious 
is that we never saw “Dalmatian” and “Lošinj” dolphins 
together in a group. Furthermore, “Lošinj” dolphins were 
never seen to the south of Virsko more and “Dalmatian” 
dolphins were never seen going north to Virsko more. It 
seems that those guys know exactly to which area and 
community they belong and just don’t care about their 
neighbors (although they could easily swim the distance 
and visit the neighborhood).

Despite bad weather and poor weather conditions, we’ll 
have something good to remember the season by. We 
recorded numerous females with their newborns! Many 
of those were also seen during the first research season, 
but with their previous calves. This immediately imposed 
a question as to what happened to those calves. For 
us, the calf mortality is important as it is one of the 
indicators of the population viability. But, determining 
calf mortality is often a difficult task since young dolphins 
generally don’t have many natural markings (if any at 
all) on their dorsal fin. This makes them very difficult 
to identify once they are separated from their mother. 

However, as the analysis of the photographs proceeds, 
we identify more and more of those young dolphins. 
Until the last summer they were swimming closely to 
their mothers, barely ever leaving her flank, and now 
they are independent “teenagers” who play and fight 
with their mates, trying to establish their position within 
the community and prepare for the adulthood.

Besides good days with dolphins and bad days of 
troubles with the boat and poor weather, we will 
definitely remember all the good people who joined 
and supported us – eco-volunteers and intern students 
from all over Europe and Croatia. One big thanks to you 
for your help and support! Also, a big thanks goes to NP 
Kornati, Environmental protection and energy efficiency 
Fund and all dolphin adopters who support our work 
and who made the second year of this research project 
possible. We hope many more research seasons are to 
come.

Adriatic Dolphin Project            Northern Dalmatia
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researchers taking photographs in the field

Written by: Grgur Pleslić



 This year we began a cooperative project 
with the Public Institution Kamenjak in Istria. The study 
area is divided into three major zones, the west side of 
Istria from Pula to Rovinj, the southern part around cape 
Kamenjak and the east side of Istria up to the ferry port 
of Brestova. A large new area for us to explore.

The study area is quite far from our field base on the island 
of Lošinj, we need at least an hour and a half of driving 
just to start work and very stable weather conditions are 
needed for such long trips… it took some time this year 

waiting for stable weather conditions, I don’t remember 
such a rainy summer. We even had the pleasure to see 
a waterspout while being out on sea, a day our intern, 
Martina, will never forget.

July passed with no chance to drive to Istria, the same 
for August. In the summer we took advantage of any 
weather window to stay local and undertake our usual 
research close to our field base, but Istria was too far 
away. Finally, on Sunday 28th September the weather 
forecast looked promising for the following days, so we 
decided to get ready and pack our equipment for the 
next day. Our colleague Nikolina, who had just returned 
from maternity leave one week before, was excited to be 
in the field again after such a long time. So, what was 
waiting for us?

How many dolphins would we see and are there any of 
‘our’ dolphins there?

A preliminary study of dolphins        around the Istrian Peninsula        
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The next morning we left the harbour of Veli Lošinj 
and as soon as we arrived on the west side of Losinj, it 
became one of those “days to remember”. It seemed like 
the dolphins wanted to welcome back Nikolina because 
they haven’t seen her for such a long time. We went from 
one sighting to the next with multiple sets and we saw 
39 altogether dolphins. The dolphins were jumping all 
day long and in the rare moments without dolphins we 
had turtles swimming around our boat. Some of the 
dolphins were already in our catalogue, while others 
were new. Most of the known dolphins had not been 
seen often and were only allocated a number and not 
a name. This means we have seen them maybe once or 
twice, but not on a regular basis like our dolphins with 
names. It never got boring and time just flew by. We 
took our last data during sunset, knowing that we would 
have to drive home at night, and it was a moon-less 
night, pitch-black. Passing by several purse seiner fishing 
boats, our GPS and the many lighthouses helped us find 
our way back to Veli Lošinj.

When we arrived we were tired and happy, but there was 
still work to do, downloading data, because another long 
day at Kamenjak was ahead of us. There is a lot of data 
waiting to be analysed, but one thing is sure already:
Kamenjak is a very special place!
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Written by: Marko Radulović
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Phalacrocorax aristotelis
European shag

PRESENTING

This bird can most often be observed near the shoreline. 
It inhabits small rocky islands and cliffs where it can form 
large colonies. It is usually resident to a specific area 
and takes of to find food every day. During the nesting 
period, one of the parents will always stay with the chicks. 
They feed mainly on small demersal fish and, to a lesser 
extent, with cephalopods and crustaceans. These birds are 
threatened by entanglement in fishing gear as well as the 
presence of small mammals preying on their eggs.



Lošinj Marine Education Centre
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more than 8,000 visitors 80 school groups 3907 pupils 50 tourist groups4,000 tickets sold more than 30 newspaper and TV crews

- preparation of new documentaries to be unveiled in 2015.

- the sanation of the facade in cooperation with the City of Mali Lošinj to 
make the building shine

- reimagining the permanent exhibiton

Information about the working hours, prices and the content of all available educational programmes can be found at 

http://www.blue-world.org/en/education/

2014

2015

From our guestbook...

Plans in

Prepared by: Andrea Borić

exhibition area in the Centre



 The Little School of Natural Science is project 
funded by the Environmental protection and energy 
efficiency Fund and City of Mali Lošinj, and partnered by 
the local kindergarten ‘Cvrčak’. During 2014 we organized 
extracurricular educational program for school children, 
which enriched the offer for children from the island. The 
program is attended by a total of 28 participants between 
the ages of 6-11 years old, divided into two groups. In 
total there are 17 participants in Mali Lošinj and 11 in Veli 
Lošinj. Over the year our educators Jelena Basta, Marinela 
Cukrov and Andrea Borić had multiple visits to preschool 
children giving lectures and organizing workshops.  In 
addition, we organised visits to our LMEC and TRC.

Within the Little School of Natural Science, besides 
regular weekly meetings with the participants, we 
occasionally organize extra activities to mark important 
dates such as World Water Day, Earth Day, Day of Sea 
Turtles, and Dolphin Day as well as a half-day and full-day 
trips. The program includes a variety of topics in botany, 
zoology, ecology and the environment, certain content is 
taught through workshops, lectures, interactive games 
or field trips. One of the goals is to promote principles 
of sustainable use of nature in the local community and 
beyond.  So, for example, on World Water Day, March 
22nd, we organized public campaign called “Bag with the 
message” and half-day trip to Vrana Lake on Cres Island 
which is the source of all drinking water for the Cres and 
Lošinj. Earth Day was celebrated by a full-day trip to Brijuni 

National Park. During the trip, the children participated in 
the workshop called ‘Tracks of the dinosaurs’ with expert 
guidance by the Brijuni National Park educator (our own 
student from years before, Alena). 

Along with the youngest citizens on the islands, we 
are also trying to involve their parents in the project 
activities. With our partners from kindergarten ‘Cvrčak’ 
we organized a volunteer action to renovate the 
inner courtyard of the kindergarten in September. By 
participating in these activities, participants can gain 
new knowledge in the fields of biology, ecology and 
environmental protection, and expand their interest and 
concern for nature. At the closing event held for parents 
in LMEC on the 30th May, children and their parents 
expressed great satisfaction with the program of the 
Little School of Natural Sciences. When the school year 

ended, during the summer holidays most of the users 
of the project continued to participate in educational 
programs of the Blue World Institute. Many of them were 
involved in activities around the World Sea Turtle Day 
and our traditional Dolphin Day. Due to the large interest 
of users and joy that the work on the projects gave us 
we continued with the Little School of Natural Science 
into the new school year 2014/2015. If you or anyone you 
know wants to join us, our doors are always open!

„The bag with the message“ 

Throughout February and March 2014 we discussed the 
topic of negative effect that our everyday life has on 
the environment and what each of us can do to change 
that. Emphasis was put on use of plastic bags and their 
disposal. Since we live on an island, a lot of waste can 
be blown into the sea. Plastic bags can be extremely 
dangerous for some animals. Sea turtles, fish or even 
dolphins can get caught in them or may swallow them, 
mistaking them for jelly fish or other prey. On the 22nd of 
March (World Water Day) in Public Library of Mali Lošinj 
we organized a small public event where children drew 
and wrote messages on cotton bags. In the event, a total 
of 25 children prepared 50 colourful bags with important 
environmental messages. All the bags were placed on 
the walls of the library as an exhibition until Earth Day 
(22nd April). The exhibition was open to the public and 
we estimate that around 1.000 library visitors saw it 
in that period. The project report was then send to the 
international competition “Med’olympiades” organized 
by the Network of organizations dealing with education 
for the environment throughout the Mediterranean, 
where it won first prize. The project leaders Marinela 
Cukrov and Jelena Basta where hosted in September in 
Monaco at award giving ceremony as part of the annual 
meeting of members of the Euro-Mediterranean network 
(Reseau Euro-Méditerranée).

World Water Day - a trip to Lake Vrana

As a part of the World Water Day celebration in March 
all participants of the Little School of Natural Science 
participated in a trip to Vrana Lake on island of Cres 
which is the water source for all the islanders. At the lake 
we were hosted by a water engineering expert who gave 
us short lecture on the ecology of the lake and showed us 
around the water tanks.

Volunteer action – kindergarten mural

In August, as a part of the Little School of Natural Science 
activities, we organized a volunteer action to renovate 
the internal courtyard of the local kindergarten who is 
our partner in the project. The main part of the renovation 
was painting of courtyard’s wall with marine motifs. 
Through the local media we invited local citizens to join 
us and help the action. In total, around 10 volunteers 
painted a 45 m long and 2 m high wall for two weeks 
coordinated by young local artist Ms. Nikolina Fuzul. The 
result of the action is a beautiful and colourful wall with 
dolphins, fishes, sea turtles and other marine creatures 
that bring colour and life to the playground.

Little School of Natural Science
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Written by: Jelena Basta
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children learning about nature as part of the “Little School of N
atural Science”

excursion to NP Brijuni

excursion to Vransko jezero



 With the support of the City of Mali Lošinj 
Tourist Board, on Tuesday, 1st of July 2014 the Blue World 
Institute organized a unique event for all the islanders 
and visitors of Lošinj Island – the 22nd Dolphin Day. As 
normal, the majority of the activities in the program were 
aimed at the participation of children. The whole day 
was filled with laughter, music and colour, through the 
many workshops hosted in Sunčana Bay and Veli Lošinj 
harbour.

The program started in the morning in front of the new 
Turtle Rescue Centre in Sunčana Bay where around 50 
children participated in various workshops and games. 
The same program was transferred in the afternoon hours 
to Veli Lošinj harbour, in front of our LMEC where even 
more children came to join us. For all ages, several art 
workshops were offered – chalk drawing, marine animals 
collage and most popular the hand-painting of small 
terracotta turtles. At the same time, around 100 school-
age children organized in 7 teams started competing 
for this years “Treasure Hunt”. The competing teams had 
8 different tasks – whale & dolphin memory, marine 
creatures hangman, jumping over the rope, looking for 
hidden turtle models, identification of dolphins by dorsal 
fin photos, cutting paper shapes of dolphin’s, turtles 
and sharks, memorizing words, and recognizing fish 
species. After the game, while waiting for the results, the 
storytelling workshop and further “Stories form the Sea 

22nd Dolphin day

the exciting “Treasure hunt” gam
e

Foam” were performed by the NGO “Telling you a story” 
from Pula. Additionally, the afternoon in Rovenska Bay 
in Veli Lošinj several teams participated in our annual 
water-polo tournament organized in cooperation with 
the Waterpolo Club Lošinj. After the announcement of 
winners and the awards ceremony for the participants of 
the “Treasure Hunt”, around 100 visitors listened to the 
open-air lecture on dolphins in front of the LMEC. 

The most satisfactory conclusion to another successful 
Dolphin Day was the happy faces of the children who 
went home with their parents, carrying their own 
colourful terracotta turtles as a unique and special 
souvenir that will remind them for a long time of the 
island of Lošinj and the 22nd Dolphin Day.
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Written by: Jelena Basta

 This summer, the Blue World Institute worked 
with the Association for the promotion of biology and 
related sciences ‘Bioteka’ from Zagreb. In the first days 
of August, we organized the Summer School of Biology 
in the Lošinj Marine Education Centre in Veli Lošinj. The 
programme of Summer School had been designed for 
children from 7 to 12 years old, and all the participants 
had the opportunity to take part in interesting and 
original workshops. Every child had the chance to make 
an experiment and gain the experience of being real 
scientists working in the laboratory. Little scientists 
discovered where is sugar hiding in food, which food has 
the most vitamin C, do leaves have some hidden colours, 
how to isolate your own DNA with the help of household 
goods, and many other fun activities. They also learned 
how to distinguish dolphins, how to monitor the world 
travellers - sea turtles - and other information which 
revealed to them the beauty and difficulties that research 
work in the marine environment holds.

The Summer School created a lot of interest in parents 
and children, and each new workshop had more and 
more children participating. With the encouraging 
comments of parents and satisfaction of our little 
participants, the expectations of the organizers are 
exceeded. Already, BWI and Bioteka are already planning 
to continue this cooperation for next year and expand it 
with new educational programs which will promote the 
science among children and young people.

Summer school of biology

Written by: Jelena Basta and Kristina Duvnjak
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 In 2014 BWI crew and staff attended meeting 
and congresses throughout Europe. Perhaps the biggest 
congress was the International Marine Conservation 
Congress which took place in Glasgow in August 
(http://www.conbio.org/mini-sites/imcc-2014). Our 
conservation director was  there presenting at a workshop 
on end to end conservation along with colleagues from 
ISPRA (Italy), NOAA (US), REEF (US), Scripps Institute 
(US), Oregon State University (US), Washington State 
University (US) and Cayman Islands Department of 
Environment (CYM).

Nikolina Rako-Gospić, our science director was invited to 
the 7th Meeting of the Technical Group on Underwater 
Noise (TG Noise) which took place in Ljubljana (Slovenia) 
to present results of the BWI acoustic project on long-
term monitoring of the underwater noise and its effects 
on bottlenose dolphins in the northern Adriatic Sea.

The BWI was invited to be a member of a project of 
the European Cooperation in Science and Technology 
programme (COST) entitled the Oceans Past Platform 
(http://www.cost.eu/COST_Actions/isch/Actions/
IS1403). Working with partners from 23 EU member states 
BWI will act as a coordinator for projects and researchers 
interested for cooperating on this programme. Further 
information will be available in the spring of 2015.

Peter Mackelworth, conservation director, was invited 
to the Davos communication forum in March to speak 
about the BWI experience with developing corporate 
sponsorship and communicating environmental issues 
to the business world. Later this year he was invited to 

the Mediterranean Science Commission (http://www.
ciesm.org/) forum for advancing east-west cooperation 
in marine science held in Sochi, Russia in December.

Marko Radulović took part in the 2014 Annual 
Scientific Conference of the European Elasmobranch 
Association (EEA) in Leeuwarden and Grgur Pleslić 
held an oral presentation about the abundance of 
bottlenose dolphins in the Kvarnerić area at the Annual 
Conference of the European Cetacean Society (http://
europeancetaceansociety.eu/conference/28th-annual-
conference) in Liege, Belgium.

Jelena Basta, education director, was invited to the 
annual event of the Euro-Mediterranean Network – 
‘Assizes Youth and Mediterranean’ in late September 
in Villefranche sur Mer, France. At the event BWI was 
presented the education program and the project ‘Bags 
with the message’ done with Little Blue World group 
which won 1st price in the network’s environmental 
education project competition.

Several articles were authored or co-authored by BWI 
staff in 2014 in various journals including  Ocean and 
Coastal Management (2), Marine Policy, Environmental 
Toxicology, and Scientia Marina. For more information 
please check the BWI institutional page on Research Gate 
(https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Blue_World_
Institute_of_Marine_Research_and_Conservation).
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Written by: Peter Mackelworth

Publications and congresses

BWI members at a conference in France

 In cooperation with the Ministry of Science, 
Education and Sports during 2014 we successfully 
completed the project “the Sea connects“ in partnership 
with Blue World Vis. The aim of the project was to organize 
a series of lectures and workshops on marine life for the 
children in three Croatian counties. In total, 768 children 
from 50 elementary schools and special care institutions 
were included. From Primorsko-goranska County 23 
groups of children were involved in the project, in the 
Splitsko-dalmatinska County 24 groups and in the City 
of Zagreb three groups of participants from special care 
institutions were included in the project.

The motivation to set up this project was due to the lack 
of extracurricular educational content for school children 
on the Croatian islands. We also noticed that there is a 
large number of school groups who expressed their wish 
to participate in BWI educational programs, but were not 
able to come to visit us in Lošinj due to the distance from 
the mainland and great travel expenses. In addition, 
many children are not able to participate in the usual 
educational programs about the sea due to their special 
needs. We believe that by bringing our lectures and 
workshops to schools and institutions around Croatia we 
managed to significantly reduce these problems, at least 
in part for some participants.

The first workshops for children were conducted in 
March, in Zagreb where we visited the Centre for 

Education ‘Dubrava’ and the Centre for Education 
‘Vinko Bek’ and organized a lecture and workshop for 
children and young people with special needs. In order 
to try to bring a touch of the sea into their institutions, 
we presented to our new friends dolphins, sea turtles, 
starfish, shellfish and other sea inhabitants, whose 
models and shells we brought with us. In addition we 
brought jars of sea water, sand, stones and all that ‘sea 
items’ that don’t normally belong in Zagreb. Reactions 
were amazing and the happy faces of the participants 
motivated us to continue with our work. In the next 
stage of the project, workshops were organized for 
children from the Kvarner and Dalmatian islands (some 
of the very small islands in some cases) and ultimately 
for several groups of children from Rijeka and Split area. 
Participation in lectures and workshops in this project 
helped the participants to better understand the basic 
nature of marine ecosystems, as well as the human 
impact on the sea and the possible consequences of this 
influence. In short, the project has brought the sea little 
bit closer to all the participants!

Educational project 
- “The Sea Connects”
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Written by: Jelena Basta
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 This summer, the Blue World Institute 
cooperated with the company SPAR Croatia on the project 
STICKERMANIA. Project was based on an attractive and 
interesting sticker album with the accompanying texts 
on the living world of the seas and oceans. The aim was to 
educate users about life in the sea with special emphasis 
on threats to the marine environment and conservation 
measures. As part of that cooperation, experts from the 
Blue World Institute participated in creation of the album, 
in the part relating to large marine vertebrates in the 
Adriatic Sea. During the project we organized lectures on 
marine mammals and sea turtles in several elementary 
schools in Zagreb and in the LMEC. All the participants 
of the lectures in the LMEC received their Stickermania: 
Seas & Oceans albums and some stickers. In total 750 
elementary school students were involved in these 
lectures. All teachers and school assistants involved in 
the project appears to enjoy that experience and many 
expressed a desire for continue cooperation with the BWI.

The albums and stickers were sold in all SPAR and 
INTERSPAR stores and through the sponsorship the sale 
of each album resulted in a 1 kuna donation to the work 
of the BWI. The money that was donated to us through 
this action will be spent for the purchase of a new Honda 
VTEC 100 HP engine for the research boat. An additional 
motivation for participation in this project was the 
contest. In the period from the end of August until the 
middle of October all the participants with a completed 
album could get a prize ticket for the contest. The first 
prize was a seven day half board trip to Mali Lošinj for two 
adults and two children to visit the LMEC and a trip with 
the BWI researchers on the sea in search for dolphins. 
This prize went to Domagoj Vučemilović from Zagreb. 
Ivan Kovačić from Zagreb won a dolphin adoption 
package. We would like to use this opportunity to thank 
the company SPAR for the donation and congratulate the 
lucky winners. We are looking forward to hosting you on 
Lošinj!

Stickermania - Seas & oceans
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Written by: Jelena Basta

www.spar.hr

www.volkswagen.hr

Stickermania in LMEC

What can be achieved
through cooperation?
 Many people probably often wonder where 
the resources for nature protection that many successful 
companies invest go. We will try to answer this question 
by telling a story about our long-term cooperation with 
the company Porsche Croatia and the brand Volkswagen.
Apart from producing great vehicles, Volkswagen as a 
world renowned brand, promotes the use of innovative 
technology to reduce our impact on the environment. 
For the same reason, Volkswagen is backing up local 
nature conservation and environmental protection 
projects in many countries. In Croatia, Volkswagen is 
supporting the activities of Blue World Institute since 
2007. However, considering the long-term nature of this 
support, the effects of this cooperation have had and 
still have a significantly broader influence.

The cooperation of Blue World Institute and Volkswagen 
has begun in 2007. The fact our base was in Lošinj and far 
away coupled with the fact we only had one boat, made 
it very hard for us to work in other, distant areas of the 
Adriatic Sea. The research we conducted in the Kvarnerić 
area and the north Adriatic Sea led to fantastic insights 
but as we came to learn more about the dolphins from 
Lošinj, there were more questions popping up. In order 
to answer some of them, we searched for partners who 
would recognise their value.

At a pleasant meeting in the management of Porsche 
Croatia, we presented our work and plans. Not long after 
this meeting, Volkswagen became our main sponsor 
in the central Adriatic Sea. A new research vessel and 
two new vehicles (VW Sharan and VW Touran) were a 
testament to their faith in our results and a contribution 
to our future activities. Thanks to their support, Blue 
World Institute opened a second research station on Vis. 
The subsequent research results contributed to the long-
term protection of the entire area on an international, EU 
level.

Research on Vis gave us an insight into the life of a 
community of bottlenose dolphins in the open sea. 
There are more than 600 individuals in our catalogue for 
the area around the islands of Vis, Lastovo, Korčula, Hvar, 
Sv. Andrija and Jabuka. Using these results as a reference, 
the Republic of Croatia included the area around Vis in 
the proposition for Natura 2000 network sites. This was 
confirmed by the European Commission a month ago 
and the area is officially a part of the network. Besides 
the information we collected on bottlenose dolphins, we 
also collected data on other marine species including the 
giant devil ray – a protected and endangered species of 
fish that was previously considered to be a visitor species. 
Not only did we ascertain its permanent residence in the 
Adriatic Sea, but also that the numbers were high in the 
summer months. Finally, many lectures and raising the 
awareness of the local community, media appearances, 
masters and doctoral thesis of a couple of our colleagues 
are the result of the Vis station that was founded because 
of the support we got from Volkswagen.

In the meantime, Volkswagen replaced our old vehicles 
with new ones and continued supporting our work. 
The new vehicles are equipped with new BlueMotion 
technology which is used to lower the fuel consumption 
and the emission of greenhouse gases even more than 
before. Hybrids and electric car are to follow, right?

So, next time you go shopping for a car, instead of 
thinking green, think blue! Think Volkswagen!

Written by: Draško Holcer
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the research vessel and VW Sharan on the island of Vis
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Summary of NETCET project in 2014

 Since November 2012 the Blue World 
Institute has been a partner to a project funded through 
the EU Instrument for Pre-Assession Cross-Border 
Cooperation (IPA CBC), project ‘NETCET – Network for 
the Conservation of Cetaceans and Sea Turtles in the 
Adriatic’. Although 2013 was busy for us due to the 
completion of the fieldwork of the aerial survey and 
surveys within the Adriatic, 2014 has also been quite 
hectic. Analysis of all of the data is ongoing, trainings 
took place for our colleagues in Italy, and next year we 
can look forward to the training and research in Albania. 
The satellite tagging of sea turtles is ongoing and we can 
expect some interesting data to come from the project 
in the coming months. You can check the location of 
the tagged turtles at http://www.seaturtle.org/tracking/
index.shtml?project_id=1021. We hope that by the end 

of 2015, and the completion of the project we will have 
a clearer picture of the current status of cetaceans and 
turtles in the Adriatic Sea.

In addition to the research aspect of the project there 
is conservation. Part of the conservation aspect was 
the development of rescue centres along the Adriatic 
for stranded animals, in particular sea turtles. Last year 
the BWI opened the Sea Turtle Rescue Centre in Veli Žal, 
Mali Lošinj which was operating all summer, we hope 
to complete the construction and equipping of the 
centre in the new year and then our colleagues from the 
veterinary station can start to work fully in the centre. 

You can find out more about the project on our website 
or the official website of the project, www.netcet.eu. 

Written by: Peter Mackelworth

satellite tag for marking sea turtles
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 In the past months, there was plenty of public 
interest for the recent hydrocarbon survey and extraction 
activities in the Adriatic Sea. On several occasions, Blue 
World Institute pointed out key procedural problems and 
conservation concerns in relation with conducting such a 
research activity that began in September 2013. We also 
submitted comments during the public debate on the 
content and enforcement of the strategic environmental 
assessment.

After our collective efforts, we have been invited 
to participate in the development of the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) for hydrocarbons 
extraction in the Adriatic. After a lengthy internal 
discussion and discussions with the company developing 
the SEA, we have agreed to provide information on 
the distribution and potential impacts of exploratory 
and extraction activities on large marine vertebrates 
(cetaceans, sea turtles and cartilaginous fish). Based on 
the previous experience with the initial seismic survey 
which ignored all aspects of the impact on large marine 
vertebrates, we felt that having an input would aid the 
development of mitigation measures in the SEA. We 
believe that providing our knowledge will enable the 

development of the best possible mitigation for the 
forthcoming, and inevitable, exploitation of hydrocarbon 
resources in the region.

We have previously specifically expressed our concern 
over the hastiness and tardiness of the entire SEA 
development process and stated that our opinion and 
advice will in no way be influenced by the fact that the 
licensing for the entire Croatian offshore territory has 
been already carried out. We will do our best to combine 
our knowledge from the Adriatic with research on the 
impacts carried out by our numerous colleagues from 
abroad to give the best available advice.

We will let you know when the SEA will be ready for public 
comment and we hope that you, as the interested public 
will participate in the discussion of the SEA results. We 
believe that public participation and transparency is the 
only true way to protect the Adriatic Sea. We hope you, 
our supporters, will see this as a positive development 
and will continue to support our work in conserving the 
whales, dolphins, sharks, rays and turtles of the Adriatic 
Sea.

Seismic survey in the Adriatic Sea

Written by: Draško Holcer

research blocks in the Croatian part of the Adriatic Sea

bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) near a platform in Italy
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 This year was very calm in the Turtle Rescue 
Centre (TRC). This is actually very good news for sea 
turtles, as we had only three guests for recovery in 
2014, which could indicate greater awareness and care 
for these beautiful animals. Besides care for the injured 
animals we had in spring, one of the tasks of the TRC 
is to educate and inform the public. As a result we 
organized several different activities and events to drag 
the attention of the public to these fascinating creatures. 
During the school year, we organized meetings with 
the Little Blue World children once a week in TRC. 
Through the program of lectures, workshops, games 
and different fun activities we educated them about 
the marine environment. In June we celebrated World 
Sea Turtle Day by organizing public event. In August we 
hosted a TV crew filming a story about the TRC and the 
EU NETCET project which was broadcasted in November 
on Croatian national television (HTV). You can check it 
on https://vimeo.com/110774495. The total number of 
visitors to the TRC was over 2,000 people this summer 
alone, we believe that 2014 fulfilled our expectations for 
our new little centre.

 In addition to the already well-known and 
traditional Dolphin Day, this summer we organized 
another public event - the World Sea Turtle Day, which 
took place on June 16th. That day we focused all of our 
attention on the Turtle Rescue Centre in Sunčana Bay 
in Mali Lošinj. There, we enjoyed the happy company 
of the youngest islanders and guests coming from 
neighbouring hotels with their animators and parents. 
All together they participated in art workshops for 
painting cotton bags and small terracotta turtles. The 
most exciting events were the competitions “Recognize 
a fish species” and “Find the lost turtle hatchlings”. The 
most successful participants won prizes. Additionally, a 
pilot project of a “Sea Turtle Adoption” was presented 
along with an evening lecture on sea turtles biology, 
ecology, research and conservation. At the end of the 
day, we concluded that this could be the start of another 
beautiful tradition.

News from the Turtle Rescue Centre World Sea Turtle Day
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Written by: Jelena Basta

Written by: Jelena Basta

Project is co-funded by the 
European Union Instrument 
for Pre-Accession Asistance

The Centre has been established as part of the project 
“Network for the Conservation of Cetaceans and Sea Turtles in 
the Adriatic - NETCET” co-financed through EU IPA Adriatic Cross 
Border Cooperation Programme
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 The Blue World Institute has been active 
in the field of marine conservation for years. This led 
us to recognize that the lack of cooperation between 
organizations, public institutions and stakeholders 
from the island and coastal communities presents one 
of the key obstacles towards more effective marine 
conservation efforts. This is why the Blue World Institute 
has, in cooperation with the Blue World Vis, NGO 
Argonauta and public institutions Priroda and NP Kornati, 
developed a project that will foster the cooperation of all 
stakeholders in order to improve management of one of 
the most valuable resources in Croatia – the Adriatic Sea. 
The name of the project is „Partnership for sustainable 
use of common marine resources„. The project activities 
are structured in a way to increase capacity of the project 
partners through specialized training programs, initiate 
and deepen cooperation between local stakeholders and 
public institutions through dedicated workshops, and 
motivate public participation through public awareness 
campaign. The project has started in September 2014 
and will last for 18 months. Most of the project is 
financed by the EU and the Office for Cooperation with 
NGOs through the IPA 2011 program.

Projects in 2015
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Partnership for sustainable use of common marine resources

 Our efforts to research and thus contribute to 
the efforts to conserve bottlenose dolphins in NATURA 
2000 sites has been recognized by the Environmental 
protection and energy efficiency Fund which decided to 
fund our research projects in Cres-Lošinj archipelago and 
northern Dalmatia. This support enables us to achieve 
two goals. Firstly, to enhance the network of people 
who report sightings of bottlenose dolphins. This is 
why these projects are conducted in cooperation with 
public institutions Priroda, Nature park Telašćica and 
National Park Kornati. These public institutions’ rangers 
will be trained to properly record and report sightings of 
bottlenose dolphins and other marine mammals. Second 
goal is to enhance our research effort and modernize 
data collection and analysis methods. This will help 
shorten the time needed to obtain results and compare 
results among different areas in the Adriatic.

 Research activities on Vis Island in the 
past season were co-financed by the Environmental 
protection and energy efficiency Fund which decided to 
support our project titled “Monitoring and conservation 
of bottlenose dolphins in Vis archipelago”. The project 
ensured the continuity of monitoring the status of 
the bottlenose dolphin population in this area. We are 
proud that the data collected in previous years had a 
direct impact on the decision to include the marine 
environment around the island of Vis into the proposal 
for the Natura 2000 ecological network. At the end of 
last year, a decree was issued containing a list of areas 
important for the conservation of wild species and 
habitats as well as the attainment of their beneficial 
status. The list also takes into account various habitat 
types. The island of Vis was chosen foremost because of 
the need to conserve the local population of bottlenose 
dolphins. Lastovo and Mljet channels were also included 
and will benefit from the data we collected in the vicinity 
of Lastovo during previous seasons. There is an obligation 
to implement management plans and define activities 
aimed at effective protection of these areas in the future. 
Blue World Vis will continue to gather data in order to 

provide a proper baseline for decision making. As part 
of our efforts, we have prepared a project proposal 
which received co-funding and will be implemented 
in 2015, titled “The assessment of bottlenose dolphin 
populations in proposed Natura 2000 sites in Splitsko-
dalmatinska and Dubrovačko-neretvanska counties”. We 
believe that our knowledge and hard work can provide 
the necessary support to the development of these areas 
in the future. The proposed project aims at achieving 
goals that are a major step in fulfilling the purpose of 
Natura 2000 protected sites in Croatia. We hereby thank 
the Environmental protection and energy efficiency 
Fund for recognising the value of our activities and the 
decision to support our project.

Written by: Jure Miočić-Stošić i Grgur Pleslić

Environmental protection and energy efficiency Fund supports 
bottlenose dolphin research in NATURA 2000 sites in the Adriatic

partner meeting in Veli Lošinj

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY FUND

Government of the 
Republic of Croatia 
Office for cooperation with 
NGOs

Written by: Grgur Pleslić
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Thunnus thynnus
Bluefin tuna

The bluefin tuna is amongst the fastest and 
largest bony fish in the world. It is one few 
fish able to maintain a body temperature 
higher than the surrounding water. The blood 
vessels are distributed in such a way to allow 
the transfer of heat between the arterial and 
venous blood, lowering the extent of heat loss 
to the cold water. These animals can live to be 
several decades old and weigh more than 600 
kg. They create large schools when spawning.  
Their meat is highly prized and sought after, 
especially in eastern Asia, where a single fish 
can fetch up to several hundred thousand 
dollars. This is why it has been exposed to a 
tremendous ammount of fishing pressure, 
leading to a drastic decline in abundance and 
the enlistment on the Red List of Threatened 
Species.

PRESENTING



 Albus is an albino bottlenose dolphin living 
in the northwestern Adriatic Sea, in the area around 
Ravenna. According to available data, this is the first ever 
recorded albino bottlenose dolphin in the Adriatic Sea 
and Mediterranean Sea! We recorded its presence in June 
2014, during research of bottlenose dolphins that is part 
of the NETCET project, co-financed by the IPA Adriatic 
Cross Border Cooperation Programme and carried out in 
cooperation with Fondazione Cetacea.

Bottlenose dolphins are usually black or grey on their 
back and sides, light grey on their belly. Their colour 
comes from melanin, a pigment produced by the cells in 
the skin.

However, as is the case with humans, individuals without 
this pigment occasionally appear due to a genetic 
mutation. The skin of these individuals appears white. If 
there is no melanin in the eyes, they have a distinct red 
coloration (due to the fact that you can see blood vessels 
in the back of the eye through the transparent iris). This 
is called albinism, and the animals affected are called 
albino individuals.

Due to their low numbers, these animals attract human 
attention leading to some having the misfortune of 
being captured and held captive. One of the first known 
examples was Snowball, who was exhibited in the Miami 
aquarium, USA in the 1960’s. Snowball died from several 
diseases just a few years later. The best known albino 
bottlenose dolphin today is probably Angel – an albino 
calf that was caught in January 2014 in the infamous 
Taiji Bay, Japan where hunters brutally kill hundreds of 
dolphins each year. The calf is on display to visitors in 
Taiji aquarium and its lifespan will probably be short.

Albus was sighted with another bottlenose dolphin 
of normal coloration. Both animals were swimming 
and catching fish with very little care for our presence. 
Considering their behaviour and the fact only two 
animals were present, we assume Albus is male. Adult 
males in the Adriatic usually prey and spend time in 
pairs or smaller groups. They join females mainly when 
mating. 

Considering this is the first and for now the only albino 
bottlenose dolphin ever recorded in the Adriatic Sea 
and Mediterranean Sea, it is our responsibility to try and 
protect him and to ensure a safe future for him!

Adriatic white dolphin - Albus
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Written by: Draško Holcer

Our Adriatic albino bottlenose dolphin who we named 
Albus according to the latin word meaning white, is in a 
position to have a long and happy life. Unlike other albino 
dolphins that were captured, Albus is free. However, he 
needs our help to remain safe in the future.
There are many sources of danger for bottlenose 
dolphins, most of which are caused by human activities – 
lack of prey due to overfishing, pollution, entanglement 
in fishing gear, intentional harassment and infliction of 
injuries, etc.

For a unique dolphin such as Albus, harassment can be 
one of the most prominent dangers. A rise in interest 
for the dolphin with many people eager to see it can 
result with many boats surrounding the animal. Boats 
produce noise and permanently disturb the animal 
which means Albus will not behave normally. The noise 
and harassment could stop him from communicating, 
hunting for prey or interacting with other dolphins 
whcih can lead to a general increase in stress levels. 
Should you spot Albus or other dolphins, try to follow 
the simple Code of conduct when dolphin watching.

The activities of the Blue World Institute are aimed 
at raising awareness about the need to protect the 
marine environment. We use brochures, lectures, 
video, information released to the press and other 
means of promotion, including the activities held in 
our educational centre, to promote bottlenose dolphin 
conservation and to educate people on ways they can 
contribute.

We conduct professional scientific research and collect 
data which is contributing to the monitoring of the 
status of dolphins and other cetaceans in the Adriatic. 
We are discovering many new and interesting facts 
about the life of dolphins in the Adriatic.
Blue World Institute is a non-profit organisation and we 
need your help and support! Donate and help us with 
our activities!

Donations can be put forth by adopting Albus – the 
Adriatic white dolphin!

You can also use Albus adoption package as a gift! It is 
very unique because there is probably no other place in 
the world where you can adopt an albino dolphin!

We hope Albus will have an entire ‘army’ of adopters who 
are going to his friends and active promoters of marine 
protection.
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bottlenose dolphin Albus (Tursiops truncatus)

You have already decided to adopt? Visit our web-store 
and adopt Albus in just a few simple steps!

Have you seen Albus? Have you seen a dolphin or a 
whale? Send us the information using our short on-line 
form.

Albus surfacing with another bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus)
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www.netcet.eu

http://www.blue-world.org/en/albus/

http://www.blue-world.org/en/albus/
http://www.plavi-svijet.org/hr/store/
http://www.blue-world.org/en/get-involved/adopt-a-dolphin/adopt-online/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GkAb9ObT1jpp0-WrBgYZ9FQrw99uUEE15Hi8YrlS1-k/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GkAb9ObT1jpp0-WrBgYZ9FQrw99uUEE15Hi8YrlS1-k/viewform
http://www.netcet.eu
http://www.netcet.eu
http://www.blue-world.org/en/albus/


 Over the past several years we have received 
reports of your incidental encounters with monk seals in 
the Adriatic Sea. We were extremely excited whenever 
your reports were supported by photographs or video 
recordings. This allowed us to get to work, analyzing in 
detail all the visible scars and other markings present 
on the animal’s body in order to determine how many 
different monk seals are there in our waters. After 
analyzing more than 50 of your documented reports 
we identified that is was always the same, single monk 
seal individual. You can imagine our surprise. An adult 
female, more than 2 m long that we called Švora (which 
in Dalmatian dialect means ”nun”) as the scientific, Latin 
name for the monk seal species is Monachus monachus, 
where monachus stands for monk-like or solitary, Švora 
seemed to be an appropriate name.

Over the years, Švora was encountered on numerous 
locations across the northern Adriatic. It was regularly 
encountered along the west Istrian coast and around 
Cape Kamenjak. This was not surprising, corresponding 
with our 2004 survey which previously found evidence 
of the presence of several underwater and coastal caves 
in this area suitable for monk seals.

During the summer of 2011 we had the pleasure to 
experience Švora ourselves by Cape Miračine on the west 
coast of the island of Cres. We saw Švora and observed 
her behaviour, understanding that this was a unique 
opportunity as there are only about 300 monk seal 
individuals left in the Mediterranean Sea. To our surprise, 
Švora was recorded resting in an underwater cave 
completely filled with water. She would lay down on the 
sea floor and rest, keeping her eyes fully shut and would 
regularly come to the surface to breathe after which she 
would return into the cave to rest some more. This kind of 
behaviour is most likely Švora’s behavioural adaptation 
that compensates for the lack of safe and undisturbed 
locations along the coast, especially during the busy 
summer months. To our knowledge, this behaviour has 
never been reported for the Mediterranean monk seal, 
although similar behaviour has been described in other 
species of the Phocidae (seal) family.

In 2014 Švora was regularly encountered along the well-
known Istrian beaches, especially in the proximity of the 
city of Pula. We were worried by the fact that she was 
continuously exposed to the human disturbance and 

were particularly surprised by her unresponsiveness to 
the repeated human approaches. Despite numerous 
warnings to the public not to approach the animal, 
reports of Švora’s harassment became more frequent. 
In the summer of 2014 photographs of Švora revealed 
that her physical condition was rapidly deteriorating. 
She had lost weight and was less often seen swimming 
in the sea. Most likely it was her poor physical condition 
that did not allow her to look for other, more isolated 
and inaccessible sites where she could rest in peace.

At the end of August 2014 Švora died of old age on one 
of the beaches near Pula. This sad conclusion to the 
story ended a period in which encountering the monk 
seal had turned into a regular event. Since Švora died we 
have not any other monk seal reports for the northern 
Adriatic. However, three new encounters have occured 
in the Central Adriatic Sea encouraging us to continue 
our work and effort to get more acquainted with this 
species. Maybe in the future this can contribute to the 
return of the monk seal in the Adriatic Sea.

Mediterranean monk seal - Švora
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Written by: Nikolina Rako Gospić
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Mediterranean monk seal (Monachus monachus) (foto: Roman Basanić)

Mediterranean monk seal  (Monachus monachus) on Cres



 The past year will be remembered by an 
unusual event that captured our attention and the 
attention of the Croatian and Italian public. At the 
beginning of September, we had received a report about 
a group of sperm whales (Physeter macrocephalus) 
swimming in the vicinity of the island of Zmajan. The 
sighting was corroborated by a video recording which 
clearly showed that there are individuals of this species 
in the group. While investigating the report, we soon 
found out that the group had been seen a few days 
earlier by a fisherman in front of Stončica cape on Vis 
Island. By crosschecking our own data, we could tell our 
Vis crew was conducting research on the same day but 
was located about ten kilometres southeast of the group!

Sperm whales living in the Mediterranean inhabit mostly 
the deepest parts, especially areas above the continental 
slope where the depth is decreasing sharply. They seldom 
appear in the Adriatic Sea, most often in the southern 
part which is next to the Otranto strait. Considering this 
information, we quickly realised they were in danger of 
stranding and we immediately gave out a statement for 
the public, where we provided information that could 
help the animals to leave the shallow water encircled by 
islands. We asked people to contact us if they found the 
animals, with the aim of monitoring their movements 
and providing support if needed. However, apart from a 
couple of reports with known information, we didn’t find 
out anything new in the next few days.

In the end, the animals were found stranded on the 
beach Punta Penna in Vasto on the Italian coast. The 
group did not find its way toward the Strait and our 
concerns were confirmed. Considering there was a 
rescue operation put in place by the Italian Coast Guard, 
involving many volunteers, four sperm whales were 
successfully returned to the sea while three others died. 
According to information we later received, the dead 
animals were two adult females and one juvenile female.
As far as we know, this is the first ever successful 
rescue operation in the Adriatic, stressing the need for 
a coordinated network for mass stranding of marine 
mammals and other large vertebrates like sea turtles. 
The fact that the animals were first observed in Croatia 
and later stranded on a beach in Italy is indicative that 
the cooperation must exist on a region-wide scale 
considering wildlife does not follow any administrative 
boundaries. Blue World Institute, in cooperation 
with twelve other partners from the region is already 
developing a joint procedure as part of the project 
„NETCET – Network for the Conservation of Cetaceans 
and Sea Turtles in the Adriatic Sea“ which is co-funded 
by the EU IPA Adriatic Cross Border Cooperation 
Programme. We hope this case will set an example for 
positive practice in the future, regardless of the fact that 
not all animals survived.

Sperm whales in the Adriatic Sea
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Written by: Jure Miočić-Stošić
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http://www.rainews.it/dl/rainews/articoli/Vasto-7-capodogli-arenati-sulla-spiaggia-4-sono-morti-5fd6bf35-7e19-452b-b658-69357c177f9b.html
http://vimeo.com/105715228
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/deed.en
http://vimeo.com/105683533
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Code of conduct 
while dolphin watching

 There is a thin line between enjoying 
dolphin watching, with minimal impact on their 
behaviour, and causing severe disturbance while 
chasing them around. It is all too easy to step over 
this line if you are not careful and observant.

Like us, dolphins exhibit various natural behaviours 
throughout the day. They all serve a particular 
purpose and contribute to the overall health and 
survival of individuals within the group. These 
include feeding, travelling, resting, maternal care, 
social interactions and others. Having this in mind, 
it is clear that by approaching dolphins in the wild, 
we are creating a disturbance in their routine. To 
a certain extent, we are forcing them to abandon 
their current activities in order to deal with our 
presence. Persistent disturbance may cause long-
term negative impacts such as stress related health 
issues, reduced reproductive success or avoidance 
of previously very important areas.
What we choose to do when we encounter these 

animals is going to make a huge difference in respect 
to their well-being. Observing their behaviour at 
all times is paramount as well as following simple 
guidelines available in detail on our website (www.
blue-world.org/en/dolphin-watching).

http://www.blue-world.org/en/dolphin-watching/
http://www.blue-world.org/en/dolphin-watching/


Larus michahellis
Yellow-legged gull

Although more than one species of sea gull 
can be seen at sea, most often it is the yellow-
legged sea gull. These birds are opportunistic 
feeders and can be seen following trawlers 
or preying on small pelagic fish encircled by 
bluefin tuna. They nest on small, uninhabited 
islands or inaccessible cliffs, where they 
aggregate in large numbers.  They are often 
obvious indicators of activity on the sea 
surface due to the fact they are very quick to 
observe food under water.

PRESENTING
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Martina came for the student internship, and these are her 
impressions...

 Upon seeing an ad for a student internship 
at the Blue World Institute, I had no doubts whether to 
apply or not. In the following month, I was waiting for 
the results and hoping I would be picked out of the many 
candidates and would have the honour of becoming a 
part of their team. When I finally got the good news, I 
was ecstatic. I was very excited and grateful to know my 
dreams are coming true.

 When I came to BWI, I was positively anxious. I had many 
questions in the back of my mind: will I be successful in 
fulfilling my tasks, will I fit in their team and will I warrant 
their trust. I gained new knowledge and skills every 
day. All members of Blue World Institute have selflessly 
shared their knowledge and for this, I am extremely 
grateful. The student internship encompassed working 
in the education centre and sea turtle rescue centre, 
working with a research team and spending time with 
the volunteers. I have learned many things in Blue World 
Institute and met many beautiful people. It is a wonderful 
feeling to get a commendation for your work. This 
confirms that you are on the right path and you should 
be persistent in your work. I was thrilled by the positive 
environment, teamwork and enthusiasm in the Institute. 
We set out in search of dolphins whenever the conditions 
at sea were favourable, regardless of the time of day. 
Thanks to the research team members, I learned how 
to drive the boat. This was a very special experience for 
me. Tihana, Jure and Marko had a tremendous amount of 
patience when working with me. It was never too difficult 
for them to repeat how one should operate the boat. I am 
extremely grateful for this. Driving the boat constitutes 
just a part of the skills and knowledge I gained working 

alongside them. At one instance I spent more than 14 
hours at sea with Tihana, Grga and Jure which was the 
longest lasting outing in the season. Some of you might 
think this is exhausting, but for me it was the greatest 
experience to date. Covering a lot of miles in search 
of dolphins and seeing them enjoy the sunset is truly 
priceless. Every day was marked by an anecdote. During 
one outing, we saw a waterspout passing over land. On 
one side, there were dolphins swimming carelessly, and 
on the other, there was a waterspout. Needless to say, 
I was horrified. In the end, we came back to port safely 
thanks to Marko’s experience and his skills at sea. When 
I recall this situation at present, it seems fun, but at the 
time it was nothing of the sort. One of the precious skills I 
gained on Lošinj was how to drive Marengo, the favourite 
car of the Blue World Institute. In spite of its age, Marengo 
never failed me. It served me faithfully in every situation 
and remained loyal even after we got stuck on Cres Island. 
There are many memories and anecdotes connecting me 
to the island and BWI. The entire Aquamarine wouldn’t 
be sufficient to house all of them on paper. I sincerely 
hope you enjoyed reading about my experience because 
I certainly did…every moment of my stay at the Institute. 

Thanks to the student programme in BWI, I fell in love with 
the sea which influenced my choice of further academic 
progress. I took up Marine ecology at the University 
and I am sure that research in marine conservation and 
research is what I want to do in the future. I had spent 
one of the best periods of my life at the Institute. I gained 
a lot of knowledge and met many beautiful people who 
have enriched my life. Thank you for the opportunity and 
trust, from the bottom of my heart.

Written by: Martina Hojsak
members of the BWI at dinner with the volunteers

dinner at the volunteer house

fieldwork with the volunteers

        Eco-volunteering
Eco-volunteering in Blue World Institute is a programme 
for motivated individuals regardless of their occupation, 
who want to participate in the research of bottlenose 
dolphins. The programme last for two weeks and takes 
place in two locations, the Kvarnerić and north Dalmatia. 
Eco-volunteers willing to participate are accommodated 
in the research base and headquarters of the Blue World 
Institute in Veli Lošinj. They use a 6-meter long inflatable 
boat to conduct the research. Eco-volunteers who wish 
to work in north Dalmatia spend their time on a 14-meter 
long sailing boat “Anika”, adapted for research. The area 
covered includes Kornati National Park and parts of 
north Dalmatia. All volunteers participate in everyday 
chores, gain experience gathering data in the field as 
well as working in the office. At the same time, they can 
enjoy the sea and the sun.

Visit our webpage and find out more about the 
possibilities of participating in this programme  (www.
blue-world.org/en/get-involved/volunteer/).

Internship programme
The Blue World Institute invites students of biology, 
veterinary and other related courses to get involved 
in our work through participating in an internship 
programme. You will be included in everyday activities 
such as data collection and analysis, working in the 
Lošinj Marine Education Centre, giving lectures, etc. This 
programme enables you to meet students from different 
countries and allows you to share your experiences. Your 
accommodation will be organized in our research base in 
Veli Lošinj where you will be placed together with other 
students, researchers and volunteers from the Blue World 
Institute. Common daily duties such as cooking and/or 
housekeeping are divided among all.

Visit our webpage and find out more about the internship 
programme in the Blue World Institute  (www.blue-world.
org/en/get-involved/internship/).

members of the research team

http://www.blue-world.org/en/get-involved/volunteer/
http://www.blue-world.org/en/get-involved/volunteer/
http://www.blue-world.org/en/get-involved/internship/
http://www.blue-world.org/en/get-involved/internship/
http://http://www.plavi-svijet.org/hr/pridruzitese/volontiranje/
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 In early summer 2014 I had the special opportunity to join in both volunteer-programs of ADP Losinj and North Dalmatia within just two weeks.

There you are – maybe after a long journey – on this northern croatian island arriving at the picturesque harbour town Veli Losinj, being picked up by delightful team 
members of Blue World. They, of course, are not your personal tour guides for a leisurely all-inclusive vacation, but part of the scientific staff taking care of about everything 
from research, general maintenance etc. to supervising volunteers and interns during their stage with the project.

About how and where you get involved as a volunteer you find detailed descriptions on their informative homepage, but I lack a proper way to convey the over-all experience: 
e.g. the educational introduction into the project (especially on fieldwork and collecting & evaluating data), memorable terrace-talks at the station after sundown, and most 
of all being out on the water (weather permitting) surrounded by beautiful natural scenery in search of dolphins - hopefully with numerous (always carefully proceeded) 
encounters, which vary widely but are just breathtaking each time !!

Whereas what can be easily said is that everybody at Blue World - from management to the education desk team - is doing 
an exceptional job with immense personal effort, highly professional and motivated and yet decidedly friendly and helpful – 
which is especially true for our volunteer mentors at the time, Tihana and Jure. Thank you so much!

And then the second week with the ADP North Dalmatia: four people on a wooden boat, plain informal and familiar, entirely 
“being out there” (still plenty of landfall, though). The honorable mobile working station “Anika” allows a maximum of field 
observation. Due to the outstanding personal dedication, wide experience and special skills of the crew (research and skipper) 
combined with the wonderful scenery of the study area made for a five-star+++-stage, not by means of luxury,
but extraordinary experiences, information, impressions and special quality of boarding and lodging.
It’s a small team and as a volunteer you have set tasks plus contribute to keep the whole project
running. “What you see, is what you get” - and this is beyond description. Markedly thanks to
Grga, Isor and of course the many encountered dolphins around the Kornati, this was one of
the best weeks of my life (being in my fifties, I think this is considerable)!

What I realized during our survey is, regarding the available amount of information,
how much we still do not know about dolphins. Yet our gathered data may add a little
piece of the puzzle to a greater understanding for these amazing animals. I hope -
with the effort of Blue World - this will lead to a soon reactivation and even necessary
extension of the marine protected area in the Croatian Adriatic.

Jens Ruggaber / Schömberg, Germany / ADP-stage June 02.-13. 2014

Text and photographs: Jens Ruggaber
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Click on the image 
to view the story!
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http://vimeo.com/110786926
http://vimeo.com/110774495
http://vimeo.com/111503056
http://www.index.hr/black/clanak/dok-su-svi-buljili-u-mjesec-pokraj-visa-se-dogadjalo-ovo/765007.aspx
http://www.index.hr/black/clanak/kitovima-u-jadranu-prijeti-opasnost-a-pomoci-mozete-i-vi/770411.aspx
http://nypost.com/2014/08/27/white-whale-no-its-an-albino-dolphin/
http://www.index.hr/black/clanak/nije-ga-htjela-napustiti-zenka-dupina-bezivotno-tijelo-mladunca-nosila-sa-sobom-na-ledjima/764757.aspx
http://www.novilist.hr/Vijesti/Regija/Otoci/Plavi-svijet-Slucajan-ulov-cesto-fatalan-za-kornjace
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/weird-news/incredibly-rare-albino-dolphin-thought-4121286
http://vimeo.com/86698310
http://vimeo.com/83773430
http://slobodnadalmacija.hr/Zadar/tabid/73/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/254891/Default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=10152345478304777&set=vb.119878609776&type=2&theater


Xiphias gladius
Swordfish

The swordfish is an interesting species of fish 
with a rather peculiar appearance. It is found 
in the marine environment of the tropics and 
temperate areas. It is easily recognisable by 
the elongated upper jaw resembling a sword. 
Although these fish are cold blooded, using a 
set of adaptations, they can achieve a higher 
temperature around the eyes and the brain, 
allowing them to have good eyesight which 
they use while hunting. They are very quick 
and use their sword to split up small shoals 
of fish which makes for an easy meal. They 
have been fished for centuries because of 
their tasty meat. People have even invented 
special boats for catching swordfish, called 
“passarelle”. The fishermen search for fish on 
the surface and throw harpoons at them.

PRESENTING



Perhaps you are fond of Darinka the loggerhead sea turtle,  the mediterranean monk seal Švora or the bottlenose dolphin 
Sir David? All three of them? Choose the motif you like and give these unique t-shirts to someone special!
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Web shop

Švora has become a celebrity in the 
past few years. This mediterranean 
monk seal has been filmed on many 
occasions. News of encounters have 
been published in newspapers as well 
as in the primetime news on Croatian 
Radiotelevision. Our researchers had 
the opportunity to see this animal 
from up-close. You can find out more 

about this sighting here.

ŠVORA

Sir David found his place on a 
t-shirt showing different aspects 
of the ecology and biology of 
bottlenose dolphins. Visit our  
Facebook page and find news 
about this charismatic male 
dolphin.

SIR DAVID

Darinka is a loggerhead sea 
turtle we found severely injured 
near the island of Vis in 2012. 
She ingested a hook from a 
commercial longline and the line 
was entangled in the intestine. 
After recovery, the tagged turtle 
was released to the wild. The 
entire story can be found in a 
previous issue of Aquamarine or 
on our Facebook page.

DARINKA
Christmas hollidays are nearly here and dolphin adoption is a great way to cheer up 
the people you cherish the most. Your present will be entirely personal because the 
adoption certificate will contain the name of the adopter. At the same time, your money 
will be put to good use. These funds will be used for bottlenose dolphin conservation 
and the protection of the beautiful Adriatic Sea.

Make sure you contact us on time so we can prepare your certificate before Christmas. A 
few days later, you will receive your very own adoption package,  ready to be giftwraped 
and placed underneath the Christmas tree.

ADOPT A DOLPHIN

T-SHIRTS

Fill in the 
adoption 

form! 

http://www.blue-world.org/en/store/

http://www.blue-world.org/en/store/#!/Marine-animals-T-shirts-Majice-Morske-životinje/c/8825368/offset=0&sort=normal
http://www.blue-world.org/en/news/2012/7/2/the-monk-seal-on-cres/
http://www.facebook.com/blueworldinstitute/
http://www.blue-world.org/media/files/Akvamarin_EN.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/blueworldinstitute/
http://www.blue-world.org/en/store/
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Here you can find out more about the dolphins that are available for adoption. Choose the one you like the 
most and support our research and conservation activities as well as the protection of their natural habitat.

Ivan is a playful young 
dolphin, born in 2002. He 
often entertains us with 
magnificent jumps.

IVAN

Tac is an adult female, 
known from earlier as a 
tender baby sitter. Since 
2008 she is a caring 
mother to her first calf.

TAC

Our ADP dolphins            Adopt us!

Santiago is a young female dolphin who bought our hearts when 
she brought a caught fish in front of our boat.

SANTIAGO

Sir David is a charismatic and dominant male. This true group 
leader often approaches our boat and jumps, showing his 
strength.

SIR DAVID

DEE DEE
Dee Dee is a female we know from the very beginning 
of research on Vis. She has had several calves and is 
regularly seen with our most resident dolphins. It is 
always a joyful moment when we come across this 
very recognisable dolphin.

NICK
Shortly after research in 
Northern Dalmatia began, Nick 
became one of the dolphins we 
observe most often. This is why 
we got to know him well in a 
short time.

Jop is a joyful and curious 
young dolphin with a 
unique, underdeveloped 
dorsal fin that makes him 
so special.

JOP

ALBUS
Albus is the only known albino bottlenose 
dolphin in the Adriatic Sea and one of only 
twenty or so in the world!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Fill in the 
adoption 

form! 

Adopt 
through the 
web store! 

http://www.blue-world.org/en/store/
http://www.blue-world.org/en/store/
http://www.blue-world.org/en/store/


 After five years under his mother’s care Jop 
became independent. He already started to explore 
new areas, so we saw him only four times this year. The 
most northern sighting was near the Island of Trstenik 
and others were in the area of the Island of Oruda and 
the Lošinj channel. It is interesting that even though he 
became independent, he was seen three times in the 
same group as his mother. However, Jop didn’t have 
contact with her, he was jumping and playing with the 
other males, probably because his mother has newborn 
calf now. That is right! Jop got a brother or a sister. Even 
though it is different to the others, Jop is often seen in 
a groups of twelve or more dolphins, together with his 
friend Šime. A very special sighting was when we were 
caught by the rain. It was a cloudy day and the sea 
was flat like a mirror, so we decided to go out. When 
we arrived near the island of Oruda a curtain of rain 
appeared in front of us. The rain drops became bigger 
and bigger and we decided to go back home. In that 
moment we spotted Jop. He was in the merry company 
of Bojan, Maude, Nola and Dany and was playing with 
the rain drops the game who is faster. It was really an 
interesting sighting. We hope that Jop will stay around 
Lošinj and that he will manage in the world of grownups.

 The female dolphin named Ivan is often 
seen among all the other adopted dolphins. We saw her 
seven times along the eastern side of the Island of Lošinj 
in the area of Lošinj channel, Punta Križa and the Island 
Vele Orijule. However, our eighth encounter was really 
unusual. That day we decided to go towards the Velebit 
channel. Guess who we saw there?! Ivan, the dolphin that 
swam around the Lošinj archipelago all year long. She 
was having fun with its calf about 80 km away from their 
usual sighting place. She was in the company of 3 other 
mothers; Val, Zizu, Thea and a few adult males. They were 
all swimming around our boat playing and bow riding. 
We got the impression that they were also happy to see 
us so far away from home, by the end of the day we all 
went southwest, together towards Lošinj. Ivan’s fin is still 
regular shaped without any new scars and her calf still 
swims close by. Scars that the two year old calf got while 
playing with other dolphins, along with his light gray 
colouration makes him distinctive in the group. It is now 
tradition that Ivan surprises us each year with something 
new, so we are waiting for our next encounter with great 
anticipation.

 Our caring mother, Santiago, was seen twice 
this year, in July and August between the islands of 
Lošinj and Oruda. Surprisingly, it wasn’t in the company 
of her calf from 2011, which is why we believe her calf 
became independent this year. Santiago’s fin now 
even more recognizable since the nick near the fin 
base became deeper and now it’s forming a scar in the 
shape of a comma. As always Santiago was in company 
of her friend Bora. During one sighting, while the sun 
set near Oruda, Santiago was in a group of fifteen 
dolphins, among them there were also three moms with 
their calves. They were swimming northeast, surfacing 
together perfectly synchronized. A dolphin named Pila 
was swimming next to Santiago all the time, so maybe a 
new love or friendship is about to happen. We looked at 
Santiago swimming away from us while sunset coloured 
her body.  We hope that next time we see her it will be 
with a new small fin of a newborn calf next to her.

 This year Tac continued her tradition to show 
up just once in front of our camera, letting us know that 
she is still here and everything is fine. Tac was seen on the 
eastern side of the island of Oruda, swimming towards 
the island of Pag together with five other dolphins and 
her old friend Leja. It was at lunch time, and it seemed 
that the whole group decided to take a snack behind a 
local trawler working in the area. This year Tac wasn’t in 
company of her calf from 2008, on the contrary, it seems 
that the calf became independent, and it was seen a 
few times in other dolphin groups without Tac. Missing 
her calf during our sightings, Tac was babysitting other 
calves showing what a good care giver she is. This cool 
mom as always enjoyed our company swimming right 
next to the boat without any fear, which is not surprising 
since we know each other for twelve years now. We are 
certain that again next year Tac will delight us with new 
sightings together with young calves.

TAC       SANTIAGO      

IVAN      
JOP      
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We did not manage to find Boa this season. Often 
we would hope to get a glimpse of the characteristic 
swimming pattern of this special dolphin from far away, 
but in the end we were always disappointed. Luckily, 
bottlenose dolphins live on a large area and use it 
differently depending on the seasonal conditions so we 
do not yet have to worry about its well-being. Many well-
known dolphins we observe only once in two years or 
more. This makes us even more excited when they finally 
appear. We go through the photographs to point out the 
differences in appearance that could tell us something 
about the behaviour of the animal in the time in between 
the sightings. This time we hope Boa will return healthy 
and well fed, with a new calf that will be the testament of 
her success in dealing with breathing problems.

Once again, Sir David lived up to his reputation 
amongst the Vis bottlenose dolphins. He was with the 
animals we saw at the beginning of the season, when 
he joined up with Aj Aj, an individual we recognise by a 
very elongated dorsal fin. They were moving slowly on 
the calm sea surface near Korčula Island. Later on, we 
saw the dolphin swimming alone northwest of Biševo 
Island. He was behaving in such a way as to leave no 
doubt he wanted no company. During the sighting, he 
was keeping his distance from the boat and occasionally 
slapping the surface with his large tailfin signalling he 
wanted us to leave. Fortunately, we know this individual 
very well so we could leave after a short time and let him 
be. The real surprise came when we saw him in front 
of Primošten, while exploring an area we never visited 
before. Out of all of the dolphins, we least expected 
to find him there. As it turns out, he is worthy of his 
reputation and is controlling a much larger area than we 
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We wish you

Merry Christmas
and a happy New Year!

Your Blue World Institute
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Kids corner

 In order to bring our work closer to children,  
we made a fun game that follows the activities of our 
researchers at sea. Upon starting the game, every player 
becomes a researcher who is going for an adventure 
and facing bad weather and the uncertainty of having 
sightings of wild animals at sea.

How many groups of dolphins will he see? Is he going to 
get sidetracked by finding an injured sea turtle? Will the 
injured animal be able to survive after receiving help in 
the rescue Centre? What if the weather gets worse and 
the waves become too big to continue? How much time 
is needed to collect data in the field?

These are the examples of situations appearing in our 
day to day work and it is up to you, dear parents, to 
enable your children to learn by having fun. We suggest 
that you print out the game and paste it on a piece of 
cardboard. This will allow you to have hours of fun with 
your dearest!

You can download the game at  http://www.blue-world.
org/en/education/play-and-learn/.

It is good to know

Although this is just a game which is primarily 
made for fun, it is perhaps surprising how well it 
emulates some of the conditions found at sea.

For instance, finding a group of dolphins allows 
you to skip some fields (and consequently other 
groups of animals). This is the same in real life.  
When researchers find a group, they will alter their 

because in order to reduce stress and increase 
the chances of survival, the animal needs to be 
handled for the least possible length of time.

The sea state has a large influence on the likelihood 
that the dolphins will be found. If the sea is very 
wavy,  it is diffucult to tell apart the foam made 
by waves from the one made by the animals 
surfacing. This is why research is only conducted 
when the sea is relatively calm.

movement and spend time in data collection. 
This is why it is likely they will miss out on other 
sightings.  

Sightings of sea turtles and other marine 
organisms will slow down the researchers in real 
life as well as the game. Taking photographs and 
collecting data takes time and effort.

An injured sea turtle has to be caught and 
transported to the Rescue Centre without delay 

http://www.blue-world.org/en/education/play-and-learn/
http://www.blue-world.org/en/education/play-and-learn/
http://www.blue-world.org/en/education/play-and-learn/
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 If you are interested in our activites, follow our 
Facebook page where we regularly inform the public about 
our work! Take a look at:

Blue World Institute Facebook pages

Follow our activities at

https://www.facebook.com/blueworldinstitute

The post about Albus had the largest reach in this 
year and was seen by 88,352 people!

atractive photos from the field

news about research

educational posts

video recordings

member appearances in the media

news about marine conservation 

over

5000
followers
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Adopt a dolphin
When you adopt a dolphin you will receive an Adoption pack that includes a personalized adoption certificate, photo 
of your chosen dolphin with informative text, a yearly issue of “Akvamarin”, attractive bookmarks and lefalets on BW 

projects. Each adopter will also become a BWI supporting member for a year, starting from the day of adoption. 
Depending on your wish you may choose any of the following Adoption packs that also include the following (tick the 

one you want):

1. Individual adoption
200kn / 27€ – postage within Croatia
300kn / 40€ – postage outside Croatia

 adoption pack
 Blue World supporting membership card

2. Individual adoption plus
300kn / 40€ – postage within Croatia
400kn / 53€ – postage outside Croatia

 adoption pack
 Blue World supporting membership card
 a customised T-shirt saying "I adopted a

dolphin"
Kids size:  ____ cm      or  ____ age      or   ____ size
Adults size: S M L XL XXL

3. Family adoption
350kn / 47€ – postage within Croatia
450kn / 60€ – postage outside Croatia

 adoption pack
 a high quality poster (100cm x 35cm) with

bottlenose dolphins
 additional surprise

4. School and kindergarten
dolphin adoption

300kn / 40€ – postage within Croatia
400kn / 53€ – postage outside Croatia

 adoption pack
 an A3 poster with bottlenose dolphins

and additional information
 a CD-ROM with lectures, games, video

etc.

5. Company adoption
800kn / 107€ – postage within Croatia
900kn / 120€ – postage outside Croatia

 adoption pack
 a high quality poster (100cm x 35cm)

with bottlenose dolphins
 office pack that includes A4 paper bloc,

pencils and a mouse pad

Choose the language of your Adoption pack

CROATIAN    ENGLISH

GERMAN    ITALIAN

Which dolphin would you like to adopt?

Ivan - Ivan is a playful young dolphin, born in 2002. He often entertains us with
magnificent jumps

Santiago - Santiago is a young female dolphin who bought our hearts when she brought a
caught fish in front of our boat

Jop - Jop is joyful and curious young dolphin with a unique, underdeveloped dorsal fin
that makes him so special

Tac - Tac is an adult female, known from earlier as a tender baby sitter. Since 2008 she is
a caring mother to her first calf

Sir David - Is a charismatic and dominant male. This natural born leader often approaches our
boat and jumps, displaying his strength

Dee Dee - is a female we know from the very beginning of research on Vis. She has had several 

Fill in the information of the adoption receiver

NAME and SURNAME (for adoption packs 1 and 2): ____________________________________

FAMILY NAME (for adoption pack 3): _______________________________________________

SCHOOL or KINDERGARTEN NAME (for adoption pack 4): _______________________________

COMPANY NAME (for adoption pack 5): _____________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________

COUNTRY: ____________________________________________________________________

E_MAIL (of the contact person for adoption packs 3, 4, 5): ______________________________

If you want us to send the Adoption pack to your (or some other) address so that you can
personally give it to the adoptee, enter the information here:

NAME and SURNAME: __________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________

COUNTRY: ___________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS

Payments can be made in the Lošinj Marine Education Centre, through the web store
(http://www.blue-world.org/en/store/) or the bank account:

Zagrebačka banka, Ilica 241, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia 
SWIFT: ZABAHR2X

IBAN: HR0923600001101307847

To adopt a dolphin fill out this form and send it together with payment receipt via e-mail, fax or mail 
to: Blue World Institute, Kaštel 24, 51551 Veli Lošinj, Croatia.

Fax: +385 51 604 668. E-mail: info@blue-world.org

For further information about Adopt a dolphin program, visit the web page:
http://www.blue-world.org/en/get-involved/adopt-a-dolphin/adopt-online/

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
calves and is regularly seen with our most resident dolphins.

 Albus - the only albino dolphin in the Adriatic Sea and one of only twenty or so in the
world!

Nick - a dolphin we see often in Northern Dalmatia. We got to know him well in a 
short time and he is the star of our young project!


	Aquamarine_2014_EN_final_hi_res_without_form
	Adoption_Form_2014_EN_FORMS

	Text13: 
	Text12: 
	RadioButton1: Off
	Text11: 
	Text10: 
	Text9: 
	Text8: 
	Text7: 
	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: 
	RadioButton2: Off
	Text6: 
	Text5: 
	Text4: 
	RadioButton4: Off
	RadioButton3: Yes


