
Dear friends!
Dear friends,

The year behind us was very successful for the 
Blue World Institute. There were many varied 
activities, but above all, it was marked with our 
two big anniversaries – the 25th Dolphin Day and 
30 years of the Adriatic Dolphin Project (ADP) our 
main research project and the reason for the Blue
World Institute’s foundation. Initiated in 1987, 
the ADP is now the longest ongoing study 
of a bottlenose dolphin population in the 
Mediterranean Sea and one of the longest in the 
world. These important anniversaries are also 
an opportunity to thank all scientists, students, 
associates, enthusiasts, sponsors, donors, 
friends and supporters who have contributed 
to the ADP over the past 30 years and helped it 
to become recognised as an example for best 

both, on the sea with our dolphins and in the 
education centre with our many visitors, but also in 

number of dolphin sightings, a record number of 
participants on our lectures and workshops in 
Lošinj Marine Education Centre, a record number 
of eco-volunteers, record numbers of participants 
in the dolphin watching program and a record 
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number of projects prepared and submitted for 

However, without your generous support we 
wouldn’t be able to achieve such success. We 

is a good enough invitation to all of you to read 
more details on each of these records in our new 
Aquamarine.

With best regards for the upcoming holidays, 
please follow our news on our new web site www.
blue-world.org and through our social networks, 
Facebook, linked-in, research-gate, vimeo and 
many others… stay with us and be an important 

Jelena Basta
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This year has been a year of many record 
achievements! Experienced eyes of our researchers 
have spotted 145 dolphins groups during the past 12 
months which is the highest number ever recored within 
one year, Moreover, even 43 eco-volunteers joined our 
research team whilst 10 students got acquainted with 
our project work through the internship program. We 
have to admit that we feel very proud of our success.

We have started the year with a one-month delay, 
in February. The reason for that was the fact that our 
research boat got a “new look” as we invested in the 
replacements of its rubber parts and detailed service 
which took us more time than expected. Still, the 
decision to do it turned out to be a good one as already 
in February we spent 20 hours on the sea searching 
for dolphins and we encountered 9 groups of dolphins 
in 4 field trips. The time spent on the sea has rapidly 
increased during the March when we dedicated two 
days to do our research off the west coast of Istria where 
we covered the area from Savudrija bay all the way 
down to Cape Kamenjak. As expected, the research in 

Istria resulted with numerous dolphin sightings, and in 9 
groups we identified even 127 individuals. Some of them 
we already knew but most of them were newly identified 
dolphins.

A lot of effort was dedicated analysing already collected 
data and to our great pleasure, we published some of our 
results in a reputable scientific journal Marine Pollution 
Bulletin. The work was related to defining the home 
ranges of dolphins that were found to be particularly 
resident to Lošinj area and the results were found to be 
particularly interesting. The females were found to use 
much wider areas in comparison to males that turn out 
to be highly territorial and use much smaller areas where 
they appear always in the same or similar company, 
which indicates the strong social bonds created between 
them. For example, males Duje and Quirin and Lily and 
Meta were found to have highest coefficients of mutual 
associations, which we have expected due to the fact 
that most of the times we see them together.

The summer confronted us with new challenges. In 
couple of occasions, during our early morning field trips 
we encountered groups of more than 50 individuals that 
were feeding behind the purse seiners. Such encounters 
made our days as at the end of the feeding activities 

dolphins would start socializing between them and we 
would manage to capture quite a few good jumps with 
our cameras.

Although due to instable weather conditions in the early 
spring (during the spring awakening of the sea), we did 
not manage to undertake any field trips in the more 
open waters, still at the very peak of the season, just 
off the west coast of Lošinj island we encountered fin 
whales (Balaenoptera physalus). Along the west coast 
of Istria the high number of barrel jellyfish (Rhizostoma 
pulmo) has surprised us while as usual during the 
spring and summer season we encountered numerous 
loggerhead turtles (Caretta caretta) off the west coast of 
Lošinj and Cres islands. 

We should also mention that this years’ fieldwork 
was particularly intense as it involved multiple data 
collection. A part from applying the photo-identification 
technique to identify individuals based on the natural 
markings present on their dorsal fins, we have collected 
data on the behaviour of dolphins in the proximity of 
boats as well as recorded dolphin vocalization data 
in order to get more understanding on the changes 
related to intense human activities on the sea.

Adriatic Dolphin Project - Lošinj
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At the end of November, our researchers participated in 
the Noise workshop that was organized by the Oceancare 
organization (www.oceancare.org) in collaboration with 
Natural Resources Defense Council and co-sponsored by 
the Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt. Our researchers 
held two presentations through which they informed 
the workshop participants on the effects of underwater 
noise on marine biodiversity, with specific focus on 
seismic surveys and on the distribution of different 
endangered marine species including marine turtles, 
rays and marine mammals in the south-eastern part of 
the Mediterranean Sea. Participation at this workshop 
facilitated exchange of information and discussions with 
many international and regional experts and relevant 
stakeholders.

We are approaching the end of the year with lots of ideas 
for new scientific projects and we are looking forward 
to all of you that will join us on the adventures that are 
awaiting us. 

Written by: 

a group of bottlenose dolphins near the island of Lošinj

a bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) slowly moving next to the calm surface
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The first week on the island of Vis was marked 
by “shipyard“ activities. We took cleaning agents, 
sandpaper and copper paint into our hands and brought 
our research vessel into perfect shape. We were eager 
for the last coat of paint to dry up and immediately 
embarked upon a new research season.

After less than 15 minutes out on the sea we noticed 
something floating on the surface. We approached 
slowly and recognized a loggerhead turtle. Completely 
delighted with this encounter, we continued our search 
for dolphins. An hour later, after passing next to a flock 
of yelkouan shearwater and swordfish that greeted us 
with a big jump, we saw our first fin in the distance. But 
something was strange about this fin, it definitely did 
not belong to a dolphin... “It’s a sunfish!“ Jure exclaimed. 
Overwhelmed with excitement we headed towards it.  In 
less than a minute our boat was next to a large sunfish 
which was soaking up the early summer sun. The bold 
fish remained completely calm and did not seem to mind 

our company so we used the opportunity to take a good 
look at it and photograph it from all possible angles.

The sunfish was not the last interesting encounter of the 
day. Further on, we found three groups of bottlenose 
dolphins, all of them old friends from previous years, 
with several new fins as Diomed and Vaquita were 
swimming along with their calves. Our first boat trip was 
a truly spectacular experience and it motivated us even 
more for further research. You know that felling when 
you follow a really riveting TV show, that excitement 
about what is going to happen in the next episode? Well, 
each field trip is like one episode and we are brimming 
with curiosity about what awaits us at the sea next time. 
Of course the high expectations established on our first 
expedition could not be fulfilled on every outing. There 
were days when even a full day search did not reward 
with a single encounter. Overall this year’s weather 
conditions were not always ideal, nevertheless we 
managed to record a total of 242 bottlenose dolphins. 
We were especially glad to see Bota, Perina and Pavel, for 
the first time since 2008. As the little ones always get the 
most attention, we are lucky to have had the opportunity 
to see ten newborn dolphins and thirteen calves.

At the beginning of September we set out in search 
for dolphins all the way to the island of Šolta and then 
towards Brač and back to Hvar. The sea seamed totally 
deserted. There were even almost no boats to be seen 
since the tourist season had all but ended. Near the 
Pakleni islands we finally saw a dolphin fin. No, three 
fins... seven... twenty! Bottlenose dolphins were all 
around us, in whatever direction we looked, we would 
see several. I quickly grabbed the camera and started 
snapping away. As we were scrambling to get good 
photos of each dolphin in the group, suddenly a new 
group of young dolphins rushed towards us from afar. 
They were jumping, playing and bow riding in front of 
our boat while their mothers were following us at a small 
distance. Apparently, our research season had to end in 
style, just as it began. After two and a half hours spent 

Adriatic Dolphin Project - Vis
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with them and more than two thousand photographs 
analysed, we found out that 46 bottlenose dolphins 
prepared an unforgettable show to say goodbye until 
our next get together in 2018.

Written by: 

happy re
searchers next to the research boat after preparation

a group of bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) - Knez and Eugen with a calf
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Every summer during the field work season 
there has been some memorable event or situation that 
stood out and made a great story to tell. The team of the 
Adriatic Dolphin Project – North Dalmatia will remember 
the summer of 2017 by playing the game of hide and 
seek. The game where we keep going out to the see to 
find the dolphins and where they keep hiding from us. 
But, let me start from the beginning. This year we started 
the research season earlier than usual – already in April. 
And the start was a great one, with great weather and 
lots of days of completely calm sea in April and May. 
This meant a lot of successful fieldwork days and many 
observations of the bottlenose dolphins. Once we had 
sighted eight groups in a day! But then in June, they’ve 
disappeared. Gone! They’ve hidden somewhere. We’ve 
had two whole weeks without a single sighting. We’ve 
surveyed the whole study area, from north to south, 
from east to west, but nothing. Something was going 
on. We knew that the bottlenose dolphins in the Adriatic 
tend to form larger groups in early summer because it’s 

their mating time then. It is also the time of year when 
newborns arrive. While nursing their young, the females 
prefer larger groups since they provide safety and other 
females can help out taking care of the young. We also 
knew that such large groups, often several dozen strong, 
usually stay for several weeks in calmer areas, far from 
the main navigation routes and intense boat traffic. This 
all meant we only had to be patient and keep looking for 
such large groups. And then one day, it finally paid off. 
We’ve found a group counting more than 20 individuals 
among which there were five newborns, merely a few 
weeks old. And only a few days thereafter, another group 
of more than 30 dolphins with 8 newborns! Both groups 
were seen in distant area, behind the island of Žirje, far 
away from the marine traffic hotspots. So finally, the 
game of hide and seek was over and we were relieved 
to know that our marine friends were still around and 
doing well.

Later, as the summer went on, the large groups 
scattered into smaller ones which, on the average, 
count between five and six individuals in northern 
Dalmatia. These smaller groups were now easier to find 
across the whole study area and our field work went 
back to routine towards the successful end of another 
research season with almost 4000 km traveled and 60 
bottlenose dolphin sightings recorded. Each sighting 
deepens our knowledge of the ecology of this species in 
the northern Dalmatia. And judging by the number of 
observed newborns, this local population is doing just 
fine. We certainly hope that it will remain so. 

The team of the Adriatic Dolphin Project - northern 
Dalmatia wishes to thank everyone who supported the 
work of the Blue World Institute, most notably dolphin 
adopters and public institutions National Park Kornati 
and Nature Park Telašćica.

Adriatic Dolphin Project - 
northern Dalmatia
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Written by: 
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 Sea turtles play a crucial role in the marine 
ecosystems of the world. Within the European Union, 
loggerhead and green turtles are strictly protected 
species. During their life cycle, sea turtles use the vast 
area of the Mediterranean Sea to nest, mate, grow up, 
feed and overwinter. The warm beaches of the Eastern 
Mediterranean concentrate the nesting sites of both 
species. Europe’s largest continental shelf area, the 
northern Adriatic, is one of the most important feeding 
and overwintering areas for loggerhead turtles. At 
the same time, sea turtles face numerous threats – 
destruction of nests, marine pollution, by-catch in 
fisheries and entanglement in ghost gear. Incidental 
capture in fishing gear has been recognized as the major 
threat in Croatian Adriatic with bycatch ranging between 
2000-2500 turtle captures in bottom trawls per year and 
at least 400-600 captures in set nets per year. Hence, for 
such a migratory species effective conservation requires 
coordinated actions throughout their range.

„Collective actions for improving the conservation status 
of the EU sea turtle populations“ - LIFE EUROTURTLES is 
a collaborative project that involves nine partners from 
six EU countries (Croatia, Greece, Cyprus, Malta, Italy and 
Slovenia) aimed at improving the conservation status of 
loggerhead and green turtles in the Mediterranean and 
Adriatic Sea.

Actions will include protecting the nests in order 
to minimize destruction or bad incubation caused 
by humans or human-dependent predators. At sea, 
conservation will aim to reduce the impact of fishing 
by providing fishermen with the best practices to 
significantly reduce the mortality of turtles incidentally 

caught. After care actions will improve the capacity of 
rescue networks and rescue centres to promptly rescue 
and successfully treat injured turtles. Finally, policy 
development will seek to create or expand Natura 2000 
sites in order to include turtle hot-spot areas.

The project also brings innovations to conservation such 
as the use of drones for monitoring the nesting beaches, 
aerial surveys to identify priority use areas, light tags on 
fishing nets to mitigate by-catch, pilot application of a 
recycling waste-to-energy strategy for ghost fishing 
gear, creation of a citizen science app for smartphones 
to obtain turtle observation data and development of 
GSM tracking tags using mobile phone technology to 
track turtle migrations.

As part of the project activities with the aim of raising 
public awareness, public events and lectures are held 
and educational materials are being developed. In May, 
we celebrated the European Day of Nature Protection 
dedicated to the 30th anniversary of the Adriatic 
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LIFE Euroturtles project

2nd meeting of project partners - Larnaca, Cyprus
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Dolphin Project, the 25th anniversary of the Dolphin 
Day celebration and the 25th anniversary of the LIFE 
European Union Program and the Habitats Directive/
Natura 2000 Network. Moreover, on 16th of June we 
celebrated the World Sea Turtle Day in the Marine Turtle 
Rescue Centre in Mali Lošinj. 

Project is carried out with the assistance of LIFE financial 
instrument of the European Union.

For more information visit www.euroturtles.eu

Follow us on www.facebook.com/LifeEuroturtles or 
www.twitter.com/LifeEuroturtles

Young Sea Turtle Rescued

On 24th July 2017 a young loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta 
caretta) entangled in plastic strings was found in Čikat 
bay, Mali Lošinj. Thanks to Mr. Mario Milošević, Mr. 
Luciano Milušić and Mr. Roberto Nikolić, who found the 
animal and rescued it, the turtle named Lucky remained 
on the observation in the Marine Turtle Rescue Centre 
in Mali Lošinj for two days. After the examination by the 
veterinarian dr.vet.med. Dubravko Devčić, Lucky was 
allowed to be released back into the sea. We hope that 
its name will bring it more luck during the exploration of 
the big blue sea!

Sea turtles are inhabiting the Earth for millions of years 
but today they face a number of threats. Floating debris 
presents one of the most significant threats to sea 
turtles. Due to the resistance to degradation of synthetic 
materials, once discarded or lost, floating debris remain 

Written by: Mateja Zekan

in the marine environment, with negative environmental 
impacts. Floating parts of abandoned rubbish entangle 
wildlife such as sea turtles. Unable to free themselves, it 
is easy for them to suffocate or die from exhaustion.

Therefore, let’s change our behavior towards the 
environment to make the Adriatic a safe place for sea 
turtles and humans to coexist!

Leatherback Sea Turtle – Rare Visitor to the 
Adriatic

On 25th November 2017 we have been informed about 
the unusual finding for the northern part of the Adriatic! 
Stranded leatherback sea turtle was found on a beach in 
Kostrena, near Rijeka. It is the largest species of marine 
turtles with the carapace that can reach up to two 
meters in length. Adult animals can weigh over 500 kg. 
Despite the wide distribution, they are rarely observed in 
this area with only 30 individuals recorded throughout 
the Adriatic since 1894. Except when laying eggs on 
sandy beaches, this species is spending its whole life in 
the open oceans where it feeds on pelagic invertebrates 
such as jellyfish. Also, they undertake one of the longest 
migrations in the animal kingdom. Unlike other marine 
turtle species, the carapace of the leatherback turtles 
is covered with leather that makes this species easy to 
identify. This is an animal of great depth, that can dive 
up to 1200 meters.
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 The number of people interested in the 
dolphin watching program undertaken in collaboration 
with the Blue World Institute, this year exceeded all 
expectations. The program includes short education 
and boat excursion with an experienced skipper and 
educator. The dolphin watching season began in May 
when we started going out on the sea once or twice a 
day.  In July and August we organizied tours four times 
a day and often visitors asked for more. Tourist from 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, America and almost all 
European countries wanted to see Lošinj dolphins. How 
do we know that? Because for the program participants 
we prepared an anonymous survey that was filled in 
before and after the trip. The feedback is being analyzed 
still, but from the first hand I can say that we are very 
satisfied and so are most of our guests.

Sometimes weather conditions on the sea made it 
harder to find dolphins, and sometimes besides the 
dolphins participants could also see sea turtles on the 
surface and magnificent jumps of tuna fishes. Cameras 
were not released from their hands, memories were 
made, memories of the summer and the richness of the 
underwater world.

Once, we had a chance to observe a group of 49 
bottlenose dolphins among which a ten small dorsal fins 
of newborn dolphins. This scene couldn’t leave anyone 

Dolphin watching

Written by: 

indifferent.
Also, one morning, “Dolphin watching” became a “Whale 
watching” because we were quite unexpectedly visited 
by two fin whales on the west side of the island of Losinj. 
The sighting was spectacular. We hope that the fin whales 
will again give us this pleasure and come to this region. 
In addition, besides the whales on that same day, guests 
also saw dolphins and sea turtle sunbathing on the sea 
surface. Really a special day on the sea.

The most common questions asked by the participants 
of the dolphin watching tours were: “Where are the 
dolphins?”; “How many are there in the Cres-Lošinj 
archipelago?”; “Can we swim with them?”; “Are they 
sleeping and what are they  eating?” If you are interested 
in the same and want to learn more about bottlenose 
dolphins, you can find answers on our website www.
blue-world.org For everything else, let us know, we will 
be happy to answer to your question.

At the end of the successful season, we received an 
award from the Losinj Tourist Board, which recognized 
the Dolphin Watching Adriatic as an innovation program 
and additional content within the tourist offer. This is the 
opportunity to congratulate everyone who contributed 
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www.dolphin-watching.com
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Join us!

 The positive trend of our eco-volunteering 
and internship program is still ongoing. This year was 
unforgettable with lots of laughter, fun and hard work. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that we broke all the records. 
We recorded the highest number of observations of 
bottlenose dolphins- 145 of them, and the highest 
number of eco volunteers- 43 from all over the world. We 
got a chance to find out more about different cultures like: 
Malaysian, Indian, Kazakh, American, English, German and 
Hungarian. Each one of the eco volunteers contributed to 
the Adriatic Dolphin Project and we want to say one more 
time: A big thanks to all of you! Not only for your effort, 
but for all the joy and different personalities, which made 
our team better.

This year people from WorkingAbroad agency visited us 
and during their stay they made a short movie which 
you can watch on this link:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yd-LJb6UFP0. It was a real pleasure, when 
based on our scientific accomplishments and quality of 
eco-volunteering program, WorkingAbroad nominated 
us for one of the 10 best projects in the world.

If you found this text intriguing and want to become part 
of our team, please feel free to contact us. In addition 
to this, we bring you a letter from German student Lina 
Opatz on her view of  the Adriatic Dolphin Project. Enjoy!

Written by: 

„To others considering to stay with you: absolutely do it. 
I am so glad I decided to work with the ADP! First off, the 
team is so welcoming and makes you feel a contributing 
part of the project the entire time. They teach you all 
you need to know and much more, if you want. I was 
particularly happy I could apply some of the things I just 
learned in university to real research and scientific work, 
and my knowledge just grew with every day. But the best 
part was going out to sea and collecting data, because 
that meant we were going to see dolphins. It was amazing 
and such a rewarding part of the work. On another note, 
the area of Lošinj is beautiful and perfect for hiking along 
the coast line or (though really both) swimming in the 
clear blue water. All in all, if you wonder whether to work 
on the ADP, I strongly urge you to, because you will not 
regret it.

My love to all of you on the Adriatic island!“

volunteers resting after fieldwork

Written by: 

volunteers on the research vesseldata analysis
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The Blue World Institute celebrated 25th 
Anniversary of the Dolphin Day! This special occasion 
was marked by a two-day program that was packed with 
interesting events highlighting the longevity of our work 
on the research and conservation of dolphins and entire 
marine environment.

On the first day of the celebration, on 30th of June 
we presented the work of the Blue World Institute 
through lectures on the Adriatic Dolphin Project, LIFE 
Euroturtles project and a retrospective of the past 25 
Days of Dolphins. On the same evening, we presented 
the exhibition of designer jewellery from the recycled 
materials by Nenad Roban and the  bench in front of 
the Lošinj Marine Education Centre made by our  friends 
from the  Centre for Healthy Growing “Idem i ja”.

On Saturday morning, July 1st, we set up art exhibitions, 
the children’s drawings exhibition and the exhibition of 
students from the School of Art from Zagreb. All these 
activities took place in Veli Lošinj and at the same time 
we began painting the facade of the local kindergarten 
in Mali Lošinj in cooperation with two artists – Slaven 
Kosanović Lunar and Farid Rueda.

The afternoon hours were reserved for educational game 
for children “Treasures Hunt”, art workshops, swimming 
competitions and the water polo tournament.

Considering this was a project and event contributing 
significantly to the development of the local community, 
we wanted to leave a lasting mark within the town and 
wanted to offer a gift from a recognised artist that will 
be exhibited in some public space. We managed to pull 

25th Dolphin Day

it off! The result is a wonderful mural featuring a sea 
turtle that is now displayed and makes passers-by happy, 
especially the children due to its playful colours.

In the evening, we introduced the Art Collection of 
the Blue World Institute at the Lošinj Marine Education 
Centre. The programme ended in the evening with the 
musical concert by the Rundek Cargo Trio. For all team 
members but also friends and partners of the Blue World 
Institute anniversary celebration party continued late in 
to the night….
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Napisala: Marinela Cukrov

lecture on the Adriatic Dolphin Project

f 

f 
 

 

 twitter.com/blueworld inst_       fb.com/blueworldinstitute  twitte fb.com/blu BWI Art Collection

13

 Ever since its foundation in 1999, the Blue World 
Institute has successfully promoted the conservation of 
nature and endangered species as a common interest 
and obligation for everyone. We truly believe that one of 
the keys to our success in bringing our aims and values to 
the wider public lies in the diversity of ideas and activities 
that sometimes come from our friends and supporters.

This year we celebrated our 25th Dolphin day and 
30 years of our main scientific-research project – the 
Adriatic Dolphin Project. On that occasion, a very good 
friend of ours, our favourite artist Nena Nosalj Peršić 
came to us with an original idea of the creation of a 
Blue World Institute Art Collection. Calls were made for 
contemporary Croatian artists to donate their artwork, 
which were then printed as limited edition graphics to be 
sold to support our organization. Eight artists recognized 
our work and this unique concept as their opportunity 
to contribute to the nature protection - Tomislav Buntak, 
Vice Tomasović, Zdenko Bašić, Andrea Resner, Vojin 
Hraste, Slaven Kosanović Lunar, Sebastijan Dračić and 
Vendi Vernić. The Collection has been set up thanks to 

the generous donation of these artists who gave us the 
best anniversary gifts!

So far, the Collection has been presented to the 
public at the exhibition in Museum of Modern and 
Contemporary Arts in Rijeka, Art Gallery in Split, Museum 
of Apoxyomenos in Mali Lošinj, Lošinj Marine Education 
Centre and Public Library Bogdan Ogrizović in Zagreb. 
The reactions of visitors and art experts suggest that 
these eight artworks are only beginning of this collection 
that will continue to grow.

You can also become a part of this beautiful story by 
pstory by choosing our new special “Adopt the dolphin” 
package were you select one of our dolphin and one of 
the graphics for BWI’s Art Collection. By doing this you 
will donate the money for our regular activities and help 
achieve the noble goal of these fabulous artists. For more 
information please visit our web or contact us at info@
blue-world.org.

Written by: Jelena Basta

exhibition opening at the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art in Rijeka

visitors viewing the collection

the mural on the facade of the kindergarten building
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During the year 2017, besides the Croatian 
schools, we also hosted foreign students from the 
Halcyon high school from the UK and the International 
School of Zug and Lucerne (ISZL) from Switzerland who 
participated in the five-day educational programs of the 
Institute.

The Blue World Institute in cooperation with the 
Kindergarten Cvrčak from Mali Lošinj started a new 
project in October 2017  .The aim of the project is to 
educate children on fish biology, fish species, fisheries 
and importance of the fish food in our daily diet. Project 

funding was provided by the Ministry of Regional 
Development and EU Funds and the City of Mali Lošinj.

As part of the project “Little Marine School” funded by 
the Ministry of Regional Development and EU Funds 
and the City of Mali Lošinj, we have drawn the  attention 
to pupils about the birds that  inhabit  the Cres-Losinj 
archipelago. During a one-day trip, we visited the the 
Griffon Vulture Rehabilitation Center Beli , where children 
were given clarification on the aspects of biology and 
ecology of important bird species and the reasons for 
their preservation and the benefit of implementing 
community protection measures. Center Beli was rebuilt 
in 2016. and its operation is important since the island 
of Cres,  Krk and the nearby island of Prvić, are the last 
residence of griffon vulture in Croatia.
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bottlenose dolphin photo identifi cation

species identification workshop
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Written by: Marinela Cukrov

visit to the Beli eco-centre

visit to the Museum

 of Natural H
istory in Rijeka

10350
visitors in the Lošinj 

Marine Education
Centre

3200
pupils participated

in eduactional
programmes

Educational projects in 2017

Lošinj Marine Education Centre in numbers

This year we also established the “Seakeepers” group as 
an extracurricular educational activity for high school 
students from the island of Losinj. The  program consists 
of educational activities related to marine biology and 
protection of the sea  in the form of lectures, workshops 
and field trips. The “Seakeppers” group successfully 
completes the needs of children for quality educational 
activities on the island of Lošinj and contributes to raising 
the environmental awareness of young people that live 
on the island.

2950
tourist visitors 
participated 

in educational 
programmes

83
school groups
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BWI new web site
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We are delighted to be able to present you 
our new website with immediate effect. Our goal is to 
provide an even better overview of our services and 
activities with our new website and to give you all the 
important information.

We have invested a lot of time and work in the redesign 
and are convinced that our website has thereby gained 
significantly. All information is now bundled and 
structurally retrievable and various navigation options 
facilitate navigation through the website. In addition 
to many small and large changes, there are also some 
major changes on our new homepage that make our 
pages more customer-friendly, informative and, above 
all, clearer.

Besides Information about the Blue World Institute and 
our work, we offer news, photo galleries, videos and 
several forms if you want to get involved.
The navigation we have placed at the top and at the 
bottom of our pages: Here you will find all important 
departments and sub-headings at a glance. 
Because each area has so many facets of its own, we have 
divided them again for your better orientation. 
Just move your mouse over the navigation and get an 
overview, for example in what we do, where there are now 
also subpages for Research, Education, Conservation, 
where we operate, our projects and our impact. In the 
column on the left, you’ll find photos, documents and 
videos from the department you’ve just visited.

Highlighting the navigation and the “path” above each 
page will always show you where you are. The search can 
be found at the bottom left on each page, as well as the 
Sitemap and website legal information. On the top right 
all social networks and subscription can be accessed 
quickly. We value a clear layout, a pleasant font and font 
size, and plenty of space between the text and picture 
elements. 

Even if you are on social networks, the Blue World 
Institute keeps you up to date. 
On a regular basis on Facebook, we put up a lot of topics 
that we think are important, interesting and original. If 
you indicate that you like our site, you will automatically 
see the entries on your whiteboard.

On Twitter and Instagram we briefly and succinctly report 
news from the Adriatic Sea. If you are logged into the 
free short message service and follow us, you will get our 
latest headlines served in your Twitter or Instagram feed. 
They are often provided with a short link that leads to a 
detailed article on the topic addressed on our website.

Written by: 

Gladly you can send us further suggestions for 
improvement, we are pleased about praise and criticism.

We hope you enjoy exploring our new website: www.
blue-world.org

nstitluew    twitter.com/blueworld inst_        fb.com/blueworldinstitute 
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Fin whales near the island of Lošinj

 To the general delight, this summer two 
fin whales (Balaenoptera physalus) swam through the 
waters of the island of Lošinj. These gorgeous visitors, 
being the second largest species in the world, were over 
17 meters long and noticed only 5.4 km (3NM) away 
from the west coast of the island of Losinj. Fin whales 
inhabit the Mediterranean Sea, with occasional entry 
into the southern Adriatic, where they come in search for 
food. Therefore, the observation of large whales in the 
northern Adriatic is a real surprise. Many people might 
wonder whether the northern Adriatic is too shallow, 
since it is such a big animal. You would be surprised, 
but their average depth of dive is about 80 m, and the 
deepest dive that scientists have recorded monitoring 15 

Written by: 

two fin whales on the surface near Lošinj Island

fin whales was 316 m. Observing these two individuals 
for one minute after every dive of 15 minutes, we noticed 
a big scar on the back of one of the whales. It was a scar 
from a propeller of a boat the whale obviously was not 
able to avoid. In Italy 6% of cases in which a vessel hit a 
whale, fin whales were involved. In France that percentage 
was even 22%. After the whaling, the “collision” of vessels 
and whales is one of the main reasons why this species 
is considered a vulnerable with a high risk of extinction 
in the Mediterranean. After the observation at Lošinj, 
the fin whales continued to move southward and were 
seen at the island of Iž and later, after a few days, close to 
Dubrovnik. With the hope of meeting these magnificent 
animals again, we wish them a safe and happy journey!

one of the individuals had a large scar from a collision with a boat

 You can help scientists to collect data by 
reporting your own sightings through our web form.

Report your sighting
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ur favorite dolphin Jop was seen only 
during the hot summer months. In August during a 
very hot period it was observed at Lopar on the island 
of Rab. On the way back from the Velebit Channel we 
noticed dolphins jumping in the distance. As soon as 
we approached the group, we recognized Jop by its 
unique fin, swimming in the middle of 40 dolphins. The 
whole group was behaving very lively. On one hand the 
dolphins were hunting fish. Jop seemed to be fed and 
pleased and jumping to drive fish towards the other 
dolphins, so that they could catch them. On the other 
hand, two male dolphins competed for dominance by 
carrying out acrobatics and fighting under water. One 
special moment took our breath away. At one point all 
of the 40 dolphins, together with Jop, started to swim 
quickly and jumping synchronously out of the water as if 

 

 Ivan joined us this year in early April and we 
continued to see it regularly until the end of September. 
Along with this well-known responsible mum, a calf 
from 2016 is still swimming. Since it is very playful it likes 
to spend time with other calves in the group. However, 
when its Mom calls it, the calf instantly swims back. Ivan 
often goes hunting together with other female dolphins, 
like Nataša, Anna, Neverin, Celina, Maude , Basta, Gibson 

 What a romantic scene .... a summer evening, 
the sun slowly sets and a group of 10 dolphins slides 
through a perfectly quiet sea with purple-violet shades 
of the stagnant sun. Among the dolphins, there is one 
well-known fin. Its lightning-like scar is slowly fading and 
being replaced by newer scars. Tac’s fins is getting more 
and more white, which is proof of her social life and 
interaction with numerous dolphins. On this occasion 
she was swimming close to the island of Ilovik, together 
with Anna, Andrea, Lovro and Jeff, as well as our well-
known male dolphins Monk and Blow. Observing them, 
we had the impression that the dolphins were resting, 
diving rather shallow beneath the surface of the sea. 
Tac did not become a mother this year, but she was 
swimming close to a mother, this time Lovro and her 
newborn. 

TAC       

SANTIAGO      

IVAN      

JOP      

18 19

and Produženi. As you can see, Ivan has a lot of friends 
and so we see it very often in larger groups. It is also 
often being joined by her ex calf from 2012, which is now 
an adult dolphin.

Ivan’s back fin has not changed for years, so we easily 
recognize it from the boat. We actually often seen it right 
in front of Veli Lošinj and close to the islets of Vele and 
Male Orijule, Oruda and Trstenik. We hope that Ivan will 
continue to be a good mom and that we will see it and 
its calves for many more years in the waters of the island 
of Lošinj.

 Last year we were wondering where we will 
find the adventurous Santiago this year. It seems that 
this mother is increasingly attracted to the western coast 
of the island of Losinj. However, we first saw its young 
calf, that was born in 2015 on the western side by the 
islands of Vele and Male Srakane. Since we do not have 
the opportunity to go to the west coast of the island 
too often, we saw the mother Santiago only on one 
occasion - in the company of other mothers - 3 nautical 
miles toward the open sea. To our surprise we found it 
in a large group that was feeding around a purse seiner. 
As Santiago was diving to catch fish, which was trying to 
escape by jumping out of the water, its calf impressed us 
and the other dolphins with leaps, showing how much 
it grew in a year. Even though our time with Santiago 
was brief this year, we had a lot of fun. We really enjoyed 
looking at her fin, which seems to get one more nick 
every single year.

BOA       

SIR DAVID       

Written by:  

 Sir David is a big, strong male bottlenose 
dolphin who does not care about the boundaries of his 
territory. We never know where we will find him. One 

time he was nearby the island of Korčula, next time he 
was approaching the island of Biševo and we have even 
seen him close to Primošten. Since this is the second 
season we have not found him, it seems that this time 
he has gone exploring even further. Bottlenose dolphins 
travel over a large area and can stay in certain places 
for a variety of reasons like food or socializing. Actually, 
there are few dolphins we really see each year. Normally 
we record the same individual every other year or even 
less frequent. This year we recorded four dolphins that 
we had not seen for nine years. Therefore, we have no 
doubts about Sir David returning to us. Who knows, 
maybe he saw Boa somewhere during his journey.

 We were very eager to meet Boa again, but 
unfortunately we did not find her. Boa is one of our 
most interesting female bottlenose dolphins because of 
the specific swimming behaviour caused by breathing 
difficulties, making her unique among other dolphins. 
Maybe she decided to go for a vacation outside of the 
Vis archipelago after her cub had grown up and became 

an independent dolphin. This is not the first time Boa 
has taken a lengthy vacation. During 2013 and 2014 she 
also went for a cruise outside of our research area. We 
hope this tour will be a bit shorter than the last one and 
that we will have the opportunity to hang out with her 
next season, secretly wishing there will be a new cub 
swimming beside her.

they were rushing towards the island of Krk. Knowing that 
we might upset them if we were following in such speed, 
we decided not to bother them. We were watching Jop 
with pride, while he was swimming freely in the spacious 
sea.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?     



 In 2017, the Blue World Institute submitted 
numerous new project proposals with different partners 
from the region prepared. We submitted six project 
proposals to the Interreg Italy-Croatia call from European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF), one project proposal 
for the Erasmus + programme, one project proposal for 
the European Structural and Investment Funds (ESI) and 
two project proposals for funding from European Social 
Fund (ESF).

In addition, this year, we started continued the 
implementation of other projects funded from EU funds. 
Among these, we would emphasize LIFE Euroturtles and 
invite you to read more on pages X and Y.

ACT4LITTER - Joint measures to conserve natural 
ecosystems from marine litter in the Mediterranean 
Protected Areas is a project co-financed by the ERDF 
through Interreg Mediterranean call. This project aims to 
facilitate efforts for tackling marine litter in Mediterranean 
MPAs through the development of effective and targeted 
measures towards reaching their conservation objectives 
via an ecosystem-based approach. The project gathers 
four partners from Spain, Italy, Greece and France as 
well as 22 associated partners, including the Blue World 
Institute.

ALL – Aquatic Life Lab is a project funded through 
Erasmus + program that we are running in cooperation 
with seven partner organizations, among which there 
are two high schools from Italy, one from Cyprus and 
one from Zagreb. The aim of the project is education and 
cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good 
practices in protection of marine environment among 
youth. In this project, the Blue World Institute has a role 
of scientific expert partner.
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