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Dear friends!
Dear friends,
I am pleased to greet you at the end of another
successful year. Last year has a special
significance for the Blue World Institute
because our association was founded exactly
20 years ago, on December 17th, 1999. This
is an opportunity to remind ourselves how
everything started thanks to the enthusiasm and
persistence of a dozen members with modest
equipment. By dedicated work, we achieved
what we could only imagine. Today, the BWI
has become one of the leading organizations
engaged in scientific research, education
and conservation of marine environment
throughout the entire region. We operate from
several locations in Croatia and thanks to the
cooperation projects with many organizations
in the region we regularly collect data on large
marine vertebrates for the whole Adriatic.

along with numerous students, volunteers and
seasonal staff joining us throughout the year. We
are particularly proud of the fact that every year
the number of users of our programmes, number
of visitors at our Education Centre and number
of our supporters in general continues to grow
every year. To some of us, who have been part
of this wonderful story from the very beginning,
this progress is just an additional motivation to
work even better and grow even more – with
your support of course, which has been our
main inspiration through all these years!
Jelena Basta
Education programme director

In addition to regular programmes and projects
that have been continuously ongoing since
the very beginning of the BWI, such as the
Adriatic Dolphin Project, currently we are also
conducting five major projects funded by the
different programmes of the European Union.
There are 15 full-time employees in our team

Blue World
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www.blue-world.org info@blue-world.org

Hvala vam na podršci! Trenutno imamo gotovo 30 tisuća pratitelja na Facebook stranici!
Thank you for your
support!
Facebook page currently has over 33 thousand likes and
Pratite
nas naOur
www.facebook.com/blueworldinstitute
our Instagram has almost three thousand followers! Follow us on:

Front page photo: Common bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus)
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bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) swimming alongside our research vessel

W

ere you wondering what happens when
our researchers go out to sea? What does their
day looks like and what data are they collecting?
The answers to these and other questions you
can find in the following interview. We spoke with
our researchers, Nikolina Rako Gospić and Marko
Radulović, who have been researching the bottlenose
dolphins and other protected species in the Adriatic
Sea for over 10 years now.
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In short, what does a researcher´s day at sea looks
like? At what time do you start, how long are you
at sea, etc.?

Nikolina (far right) educating volunteers and students

N: There is no ordinary day. Maybe that’s what
makes our job so exciting. Sometimes we plan
early morning trips. These are the most beautiful
because it´s dawning and we are full of energy and
high expectations. On departure, everyone does their
own thing - one explorer prepares the boat, the other
prepares the equipment. Volunteers and students
help. And here we start. Sometimes the day goes by,
collecting data takes a long time when we encounter
a group of dolphins. It is not easy to take good
quality pictures of each dolphin. Additionally, if we do
acoustic recordings and collect data on the behaviour
of individuals, the hours pass as minutes and there is
never enough time to do everything we can think of.
Sometimes we go out during the day or later in the
afternoon, which also has its charms.

Besides you, students and eco-volunteers are
also on board. What is their role on the boat?
N: Students and volunteers assist with data
collection. Students are there to learn how things
are working in practice and they are happy to take
various notes as instructed by the researcher. If it´s
not too demanding, volunteers also join in collecting
data.
M: Their most important tasks are helping to search
for dolphins and to take data. Recently, they were
mostly involved in taking data on behaviour and
movement of dolphins. Sometimes there is only
one researcher on board who is driving and taking
pictures at the same time. In that case it is also very
important that the students give information on what
is going on behind the researcher.

M: Also, when we start depends on the weather
and daylight and the project we are working on. On
average, I would say that we stay 4-5 hours at the sea,
even though - depending on the project and what we
find out on sea - we tend to stay up to 13 hours on the
boat. We are driving transects in a certain area we
decided to cover and we are taking data whenever
we find dolphins.

You often meet fishermen at sea. What is your
relationship with them?
N: We have a good relationship with fishermen.
They are great connoisseurs of the sea and we can
often learn from them too. Dolphins frequently feed
behind the trawlers, so we often call fishermen for
who we know that have sailed out to sea to ask them
if they are being followed by the dolphins. If they
are followed, we go to see which dolphins are and
whether they are known to us.

What equipment do you bring with you?
M: The standard equipment we are taking with us
includes a good camera with a zoom lens, a GPS and
a tablet with special applications we developed for our
work. Additionally, we take a small underwater action
camera, a small video camera with a stabilizer, the
hydrophone, a small net and diverse lab equipment.
Oh, and of course, a lot of batteries for everything.

M: Usually I wave to them, they wave back and then
everyone does what they came for. In the winter
months they are the only people you meet out there
and it is actually nice to see that someone is around
when you are far away from land. Some fishermen
were, and some still are involved in our project with
the loggerhead sea turtles, so we usually have a
good collaboration with them.

Did it ever happen that you forgot some of the
equipment and if so, what did you do?
N: No, as far as I can remember. We would probably
come back if it were something of particular
importance to us in collecting data. E.g. camera
- without it we don’t even go to a gas station, you
never know what we can find within those two miles.
Sometimes just then, we would have very interesting
dolphin observations.

Is there any observation from this year that you
particularly remember?
N: Certainly it is an observation of common dolphins
near Dugi Island. I fantasized about them for a long
time and when I finally saw them, they thrilled me.
They are so quick in movements, and yet so gracious;
curious, yet keeping enough distance from our boat.
They are beautiful and so active that I could spend
hours with them without thinking of anything other
than what to do first – take photographs, record
below and above the surface or record them with a
hydrophone. If I had 4 pairs of hands it wouldn´t be
enough.

Is the area that you will be exploring that day
predetermined or do you go out to sea and you go
wherever it takes you?
M: Three factors basically influence where we are
going. The first one is the project we are working on.
If we have to do monitoring in Kornati, that is where
we are going. The second one is researcher´s effort.
We are trying to cover a similar area every month and
every year. Depending on how we have covered the
area during specific month, we will decide where to
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go next. And the last one is the weather. In the end
everything depends on the weather when you do
fieldwork.
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M: Besides two sightings of common dolphins,
maybe one that we had south of the island of Olib.
One dolphin jumped 22 times in a row. Beautiful.
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T

he research team of the Croatian Natural
History Museum and the Blue World Institute,
including our Maša and Jure, conducted an aerial
survey aimed at identifying areas of importance
for the protection of sea turtles in the Adriatic. We
had an interesting interview with them about their
experience, so read more about it below.
the view from the plane during flights
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This year you conducted an aerial survey in the
Adriatic. Before we continue, were you afraid to
fly?
M: I wouldn’t say I was afraid but I definitely expected
more bumps and turbulence. However, the flights
were very calm and comfortable which is down to
our excellent pilot Francesco.
J: I have previous experience of flying with the same
pilot so I was not afraid. However, the rest of the
team were constantly teasing me because I was the
only one to wear the safety belt at all times, even on
the ground 
Was this the first aerial survey in this area and
how long did it last?
J: Our flights were the fourth time that such a survey
was conducted in the Adriatic. We are proud that BWI
took part in the organisation of all previous projects
that allowed for data to be collected from the air.
M: Previous survey were conducted during the
summer. This is the first one that is taking part in
the spring and autumn. This will allow us to compare
seasonal differences in the distribution of sea turtles
and other marine organisms that re affected by sea
temperature and other physical parameters.
Which area did you survey?
M: In the spring we flew from the north to the south of
the basin, covering the entire Northern Adriatic and
going down to Šibenik. We flew along predetermined
transect lines spaced 12 km apart and stretching
between the Croatian and Italian coastline.
J: In the autumn part of the survey we plan to cover
the same area again so that we may collect data that
allows for comparisons between seasons. We hope
the weather conditions will be favourable and that
we will successfully complete the survey.
Which species were the focus of the survey?
M: The aerial survey is one of the activities within the
LIFE Euroturtles – Collective actions for improving
the status of protection and conservation of sea
turtle populations in the European Union project.
Therefore, the focus was on collecting data on the
distribution of sea turtles.
J: It has to be noted that sea turtles share their
environment with other marine organisms that can
also be sighted on the sea surface and we took the
opportunity to simultaneously collect data on the
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Jure searching for animals

distribution of marine mammals, fish and sea birds.
By doing this, not only did we collect useful data
that will help in establishing proper conservation
measures for sea turtles, but we maximised the
output of this relatively expensive survey.
Were there any sightings of other marine species?
M: Off course. We took down data on marine
mammals, larger fish like tuna and sharks as well as
sea birds. Many marine organisms can be spotted
from the plane, including even some large plankton
like jellyfish.
J: It is interesting that one can spot very small
organisms when flying across the sea surface such
as flying insects. However, we had to constrain
ourselves to species that can be consistently and
reliably spotted and recognised in order to ensure
good quality of data.
What data is collected during the survey?
J: During each sighting, the observer has to report
which side of the plane the animals were spotted,
how many there are and to which species they
belong. In addition, the angle of declination to
the group has to be measured using a clinometer.
Depending on the species, other information is also
required, such as the behaviour of the group, their
direction of swimming, number of calves and similar.
M: During the entire flight, data on the plane location
is continuously recorded as well as the weather
conditions like sea state, cloud coverage and glare.
These parameters are important as they affect the
observer’s ability to spot animals and have to be
taken into account when analysing the data.
At what height does the plane need to fly to spot
sea turtles and cetaceans?
M: we fly at an approximate fixed height of 180
metres, in line with previously developed protocols
for aerial surveys.
J: The height is designated so that it allows for
good probability of spotting animals that are directly
underneath the plane as well as a good vantage
point to observe a relatively large area of sea surface
on either side of the plane. If we were to fly too high,
we could not see the animals and vice versa, if we
were to fly too low, we could only observe a small
area and the flight would be unsafe.
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What were the results of the survey and are these
expected?
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a group of bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus)

J: We managed to record several thousand sightings
of sea turtles, dozens of sightings of bottlenose
dolphins and many sharks, tuna and other marine
organisms. When the second part of the survey is
completed, all results will be analysed and used to
fulfil the goals of respective project actions.
M: Considering this is not the first time aerial surveys
were completed in this area, similar patterns of
distribution were already noted and the results are
not surprising. There are, however, differences that
warrant repeating such surveys as they give insights
into important questions that need answering in
order to implement successful protection measures
for sea turtles and other marine life in the Adriatic.
What were you most impressed with during the
survey?
M: Everything :) because this is my first aerial survey,
the task at hand was exciting and challenging. I had
to adapt to the new perspective of searching for
the animals in bird’s-eye view, learn new research
techniques and methodology and get used to
flying in such a small plane. This was definitely
an unforgettable and very valuable experience.
Considering this kind of research does not happen
often, I am extremely grateful to have taken part and
for the trust of my team.
J: I was most impressed by the unpredictable
nature of the flights. It was completely normal to fly
across a long strip and cover many miles with very
few sightings but also to be completely overrun by
animals in an instant. Sea turtles and other marine
animals at times seemed to be everywhere. It was
therefore very important to stay focused on scanning
the surface in order to spot and report the presence
of focal species in a timely fashion.
We thank Maša and Jure for the interview and we
wish them all the luck in their next aerial survey!
Interview conducted by: Martina Antoninić
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participants in a cleanup event

Marine litter
By implementing the ‘marGnet’ project at the Blue
World Institute during the year of 2019, we intensively
addressed the problem of marine litter. As part of
the project activities we organized two successful
underwater and coastal clean-up actions at the
island of Lošinj. So, with the help of a total of 30
divers and 72 volunteers on the coast, we removed
15 m3 of waste from Valdarke Bay and harbours of
Veli Lošinj and Rovenska in May and October. Among
the waste collected in both action, glass bottles
were dominating along with car tires and various
plastic and metal objects such as chairs, metal rods
and batteries. These two actions motivated us to
continue organizing similar events in the future. By
analysing the data on the types of waste collected
we will try to find out what are the main sources of
marine pollution in our area and what would be the
right measures to effectively solve this problem.

3.233

pupils took part
in educational
programmes
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30

workshops

>9.000

visitors of the
Lošinj Marine
Educational Centre

80

lectures

Lošinj Marine Educational Centre in numbers
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Fish & fisheries for children
During 2019 we continued our successful cooperation
with the local kindergarten from Mali Lošinj on the
popularization of fisheries and fish products as
healthy meals among the youngest islanders. The
project involved 56 pre-school children whom we
taught about fish & fishing, visited Pula Aquarium
and prepared fish dishes. The implementation of this
very entertaining educational project was enabled by
the support of Ministry of the Regional Development
and EU Funds through the tender for the CSOs on
the Croatian islands.

a workshop in Cvrčak kindergarten

the students in the Rijeka Veterinary Institute

Visit of Texas students
In May 2019, five students from Texas A&M College
of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences
participated in the eco-volunteering program of BWI.
On the first day, students participated in lectures
on the Adriatic Dolphin Project and a boat safety
lecture. In following days, students got to take part
in fieldwork and were lucky to have several sightings
of dolphins.
Afterwards, they were involved in data analysis
and were thought to distinguish individual dolphins
using photo ID method. During the volunteering
programme, BWI organized three excursions:
Visit to Pula Aquarium, Rijeka Veterinary Institute,
where students participated in a necropsy of three
sea turtles, and a visit to Beli Rescue Centre for
Griffon Vultures. Upon leaving, students expressed
satisfaction with the experience at BWI.
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Zagreb Brewery´s campaign ‘Protected by Law’
Last summer, the Zagreb Brewery ran a campaign
called ‘Protected by Law’, and its aim was to
raise awareness of the threat of the certain strictly
protected species in Croatia, among which is the
bottlenose dolphin. Each endangered species had
its own ambassador and ours was Domagoj Vida!
By selling each specially designed can, Zagreb
Brewery donated to the Blue World Institute a certain
amount for the renovation of the apartment for future
generations of bottlenose dolphin researchers in Veli
Lošinj. Thanks again to the Zagreb Brewery and the
‘Protected by Law’ campaign.
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a ride to remember

As part of the LIFE Euroturtles project, this year the
BWI organized a number of different educational
events to inform the general public on biology, ecology
and conservation of sea turtles. Together with the
colleagues from Croatian Natural History Museum
we participated in the EU LIFE Program Open Day
to promote the project. The event was attended
by over 10.000 visitors to whom we presented the
GSM transmitters for tracking of the sea turtles and
LED lights that are helping us to prevent them from
being caught in fishing nets. Also, a great number of
children took part in our educational activities such as
jigsaw puzzles, memory games and colouring books,
all with the sea turtles motives along with the story of
sea turtle´s life cycle. During the summer months, we
organized events with workshops about sea turtles
on the beach at the Baldarin Campsite on the island
of Cres. The World Sea Turtle Day was celebrated
on the excursion boat, where we taught a group of
children about sea turtles with the presentation of
basic techniques for handling the injured sea turtles.

Sea Turtle Day

Collaboration with the initiative „My place under
the Sun“
This summer, one of the most impressive moments for
our crew was the visit of the users of the programme
„My place under the Sun“ from the city of Rijeka.
This is the program developed by the NGO „Centre
for Dialogue Culture“ that provides children coming
from the families with lower financial income and
poor living conditions with the support, by creating
positive environment and opportunities to participate
in activities that their parents are unable to provide.
Therefore, the BWI hosted 30 children, beneficiaries
of this noble program. In addition to their visit to our
LMEC, we organized an unforgettable „Search for
the dolphins“ trip on our boats. For most of them
this was the first opportunity in their lives to ride on
the speedboat. The huge happiness and the wide
smiles on the faces of children filled us with strong
emotions and reminded us why social sensitivity and
responsibility are extremely important!
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Dolphin Day
This year, for the 27th time, we celebrated Dolphin
Day at a wonderful new location in the park forest
known as ‘Rotonda’ above the lighthouse in Veli
Lošinj. Many children attended a rich, creative
programme, prepared and run by the members of
the Blue World Instiute´s team. Playing on the pine
needle carpet, children engageded all their senses
and were learning and developing creativity and
respect to all live beings. Dolphin´s Day was a real
opportunity to introduce the renovated children’s
park to all gathered children and their parents and
with the presence of the representatives of the Town
of Mali Lošinj, they played on the newly instaled
playground for the first time.
Texts authors: Jelena Basta, Andrea Borić, Martina
Antoninić, Ivana Šeparović, David Pokupec
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Bottlenose dolphins feeding on mullet
At the beginning of October, our research team got
a call from the Dolphin watching team to join them
on a rare sighting - around 30 bottlenose dolphins
were feeding on mullets near Orjule islands. The
mullets were forming bait balls and were jumping out
from the water and dolphins were also jumping and
catching their prey, which ended in a quite a show
for everyone observing them. This sighting is rare
because the bottlenose dolphins usually feed under
the surface and in greater depths.
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bottlenose dolphin Andrea and her calf

Dolphin Andrea and her calf
Exciting news – the female bottlenose dolphin Andrea
became a mother this summer. Although some of
you might ask yourselves why is this exciting, the
case with Andrea is that 4 years ago she lost her
newborn and since then she didn´t give birth - until
now. From the sighting in August, Andrea was seen
several times and her, now calf, was swimming
joyfully next to her.
The fact that Andrea is one of our resident and most
observed dolphins and that she trusts us confirms
the case when she left her newborn next to the
dolphin watching boat and went fishing with other
adult dolphins a little bit further away.

Sea turtles Zoki and Lucia
We had two cases of injured sea turtles this summer.
Our research team found the female loggerhead
turtle Zoki near Susak island in July and at that time
she was unable to dive. Additionally, she had an old
injury on the carapace, caused by a boat strike. She
was transported to the Marine Turtle Rescue Centre
in Pula, where she fully recovered. On November 4th
she was released back to her natural habitat.
In August we received a call about the injured
loggerhead turtle near Artatore beach. The poor
animal swallowed a plastic string that was already
coming out from her digestive system. Lucia was
sent for a CAT scan where was determined that she
also swallowed a hook. The veterinarians from the
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine in Zagreb did the
operation on Lucia, successfully removing the string
and the hook. Unfortunately, Lucia died the next day.
loggerhead sea turtle Lucia
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#Lošinj Dolphins - Dolphin watching
M

artina, Dražen, Duje – these are the names
of the observation team of the resident inhabitants
of the Cres–Lošinj archipelago – no, our team is
not observing people, but bottlenose dolphins. The
bottlenose dolphins are permanent residents of the
area known as Kvarnerić and in the summer months
our Dolphin watching team provides guests with
the experience of observing dolphins in their natural
habitat. Besides that, they educate guests and
citizens on how to behave near the dolphins and how
to protect their habitat from underwater noise. We
asked them to tell us about their Dolphin watching
experience.
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www.dolphin-watching.com

92%

successful
trips

4.030
guests

2019

362
trips

the guests enjoying a view at a bottlenose dolphin
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#Lošinj Dolphins
When did you join Dolphin Watching team?
What did the search for dolphins look like at the
beginning of your career?
Martina: In 2018, I jumped on board as an educator
and liked it so much that I stayed working as one
during the summer months. Initially, the skippers and
their experience were very helpful. To me, every wave
in the distance represented the dolphin’s dorsal fin,
but over time I “trained” my eye. It is really necessary
to be at sea every day, get along well with the skipper
and work as a team.
Duje: It was early winter of 2016 when I got the
information that the BWI is looking for a skipper for
the summer period of 2017, on the not-so-ordinary
job - the skipper in search for dolphins. I decided to
do the interview and after some explanations about
the work of the BWI and the type of job position from
my current colleagues, I agreed to take it. I had a
whole winter to prepare and educate, with a lot of
help of the whole team and most of all my former
colleague, also a skipper. I started working in the
summer of 2017 and after a successful season, I´m
still here doing an interesting job with a great team
of people.
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pay attention to the nearby boats. Sometimes, if the
boats are passing by too fast near the dolphins, we
explain them how to behave around dolphins. Also,
we advise guests to help us with our search and
sometimes it happens that they are the ones who
first spot the dolphins.
Duje: First of all, the team is made up of colleagues
at the Blue World Institute, crew from the dolphin
watching boat, then friends who spend just as much
time at sea as we do and last, but also the most
important are the fishermen who help us, especially
in difficult weather conditions.
Martina: During summer months, there are always
one skipper and one educator on board with the
guests. My job as an educator is to welcome
guests, give a short introductory presentation
about bottlenose dolphins and safety on board and
accommodate guests on the boat. As our search
for the dolphins starts, our view is focused on the
sea surface and the search for a fin or jump. When
we find the dolphins, we stay with them for max. 30
minutes, during which time I take pictures of their
dorsal fins, but also talk to the guests and answer
their questions.

Dražen: I’ve been with the Dolphin watching team
since 2018. After extensive education, I went to the
sea with my present colleagues, who explained me
in detail how to search for the dolphins and how to
behave around them.

Since you spend a lot of time together, at sea
and on land, how would you describe your
relationship - educators and skippers? (What are
you complementing yourself with? Which way?
Do you have ‘moments of crazyness?)

How helpful is your experience today in achieving
a truly impressive 92% of dolphin sightings?

Martina: I would say that we get along great! Good
relationships and positive characters are the ones
that greatly contribute to this success. We always
try to be friendly and maintain a good atmosphere
on board. Of course, there are days when we are
not always in the best mood, but we never let our
guests on board to notice the changes. If we have
some disagreements, we try to resolve them before
boarding.

Duje: The experience came with time, of course,
like any job. A well-connected group of colleagues,
friends and fishermen gets us to this impressive
percentage. It is possible and we are hoping to
achieve even more than 92%!
Dražen: Communication and good organization
– this is what it takes to achieve this impressive
percentage of dolphin sightings.
Who makes your dolphin watching team and
what does your day at sea looks like?
Dražen: The day begins with preparation of the
boat and equipment we need for the boat trip. This
is related to the maintenance of the boat. We start
from the port of Veli Lošinj and most often we first
explore the eastern side of the island of Lošinj.
The direction of the search sometimes depends on
intuition, experience, weather conditions… The tours
can take up to three hours and all the time our eyes
are focused on the sea and dolphins, but we also
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Duje: The relationship between educators and
skippers is very important in this type of work. Of
course, as in any teamwork, there are days in which
we are not in the mood and in those moments we
complement each other. It is not possible to be fresh
every day and it can happen that we have some lack
of concentration in two rides that can last up to three
hours. Therefore, in those moments, we count on
and complement each other.
Dražen: I agree, the skipper-educator relationship
is very important. We complement each other in
spotting the dolphins, but also in communicating
with guests on board, helping each other with
knowledge and skills. Everyone has a skill that is
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that is better at – to someone that is communication,
to the others is spotting the dolphins.
Can you point out the most memorable moment
of the season?
Martina: My most interesting sighting this summer
was on the west side of the island of Lošinj, when
we observed about 30 dolphins and 20 bluefin tunas
that were feeding on fish near the sea surface. It was
a magnificent sight indeed; we didn’t know which
side to look at as they surrounded our boat!
Duje: I will definitely remember this summer season.
After three years of spending time with dolphins,
it never happened to me that during the dolphin
observation, in which we are observing 6-7 dolphins,
another dozen of dolphins appear from four different
sides, forming one large group and swimming very
fast towards the fish. This is when their lunch began
and for the full 30 minutes both we and guests
enjoyed, but also the dolphins in their jumps and
performances of ‘how to out-smart a fish’!
You spend a lot of time at sea in the presence
of dolphins, there are a dozen or so people on
board, what are their reactions when they spot or
- better yet - what are the reactions on boat trips
when they don’t spot dolphins?
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To the guests that visit our island of Lošinj you
give one specific experience of watching the
dolphins in their natural environment, while also
collecting data for researchers. How and what
kind of data do you collect?
Martina: Regarding the collection of the data for
researchers, my job on the boat is to take photographs
of dolphin´s dorsal fins. Upon arrival at the Centre,
I transfer the photos to a computer, researchers
download them and then identify the dolphins
by the photo-identification method. The skippers
are recording the other necessary information so I
believe they will say more about it.
Duje: We have a tablet on our boat with the application
used by the researchers. Of course, we do not fill that
application the same as they do because, apart from
the data collection, we communicate with guests on
board. Researchers receive information such as the
position where we spotted the dolphins, group size,
behaviour and weather conditions.
Interview conducted by: Ivana Šeparović
If you wish to experience watching dolphins in
their natural environment, visit our web-page at
www.dolphin-watching.com and book a tour!
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Duje: As far as people’s reaction in those few cases
we didn´t not spot the dolphins, we haven’t had any
unpleasant situation so far. People who go on a trip
are informed that there is a possibility that we will
not find the dolphins. In those cases, they have the
opportunity to participate in the trip again, which
gives them some sense of certainty that they will see
dolphins. Guests notice our hard work and effort,
they see that we try to stay 100% focused during
those three hours of searching, so they accept the
situation if we do not find them.

ts

Martina: There are different reactions: some kids
respond great and they are thrilled, while other kids
lose their attention after ten minutes of watching. It’s
the same with adults. Most of all it amazes us when
the dolphin jumps and we get no reaction from the
guests – we are more delighted - the skipper and I,
ha-ha. But in fact, we are especially surprised by the
reaction of guests who did not have the opportunity
to see the dolphins. According to their comments,
we conclude that our education on the bottlenose
dolphins has been successful, namely that they are
wild and free animals, that it is not always possible
to spot them and that we must protect them as such.
The children are a little more disappointed, but the
parents explain them the described situation.
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Eco-volunteering stories
E

co-volunteering program was so enriching
and valuable experience to me. Combination of
new my discoveries about marine life, beautiful
environment of Lošinj island and my active
contribution to the organization was a perfect way to
reset batteries. I liked it so much that I even prolonged
my stay for another week. In addition, I continue
supporting the organization in setting up corporate
social responsibility programs and fundraising in
general.

blue-world.org

instagram.com/blueworldinstitute

twitter.com/blueworld_inst

fb.com/blueworldinstitute

eco-volunteers on a research vessel

During my stay, the weather conditions were in our
favour and we could go quite often in a search for the
dolphins. It is nice to find out that volunteers have
active role in the research. Precise data collection on
site and their process in the office is very important.
Dolphin sightings at the sunset is a priceless reward
for all.
I would definitely recommend this adventure to all
hard working business professionals who are looking
for new challenges in their lives. New inspirations
will come up for sure! I am very happy that I could
become biologist for 3 weeks.
Henrieta Belegišanin, Slovakia

I

´ve spent two incredible weeks with Blue
World. I have learned a lot, I have enjoyed the sea
and the dolphins, the island of Lošinj and especially
my fellow volunteers and the whole Blue World team
who have been the best of the trip.
I certainly recommend this experience where you
can live with people from other countries and enjoy
nature on a beautiful island while you help in a great
research project that has been running for 30 years
and has reached big goals like marine reserve areas!
Great experience. Great people. Great moments!
Istar Tapia, Spain

11

students
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eco-volunteers

If these stories appeal to you, contact us here - link.
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My internship experience
My involvement in BWI internship program

proved to be one of the most valuable experiences
so far. As I’m completing my graduate studies as a
marine biologist, I got to see firsthand how does the
marine mammal science looks in practice.

it back at the office. As an intern, I got to work
on my own science project by the supervision of
knowledgeable scientists who are excellent mentors.
Personally, I found the project orientated way of
learning very beneficial.

Work consists of office hours and time spent in the
field. I have learned how to collect data relevant to
the research of marine mammals and how to analyse

Work can sometimes be demanding being long
hours on the boat or analysing the significant amount
of data. Although, all of that is forgotten when there

blue-world.org

instagram.com/blueworldinstitute

twitter.com/blueworld_inst

fb.com/blueworldinstitute

is a dolphin sighting or a small finding in the analysis.
For the time of internship, I’ve been accommodated
at the apartment shared with other interns and ecovolunteers, which was a pleasant experience.

I would recommend BWI´s internship to anybody who
would like to work in the field of marine biology, meet
a lot of new people and learn about marine mammals
and ecology firsthand and work on their own project.

Above all, I enjoyed feeling like a part of the team
and that I have been given a chance to help in the
conservation of dolphins.

David Pokupec, Croatia

David catching a drone

My name is Lisa. I’m Italian and I graduated

in Marine Biology in 2018. I was an intern at Blue
World Institute in 2017 and 2019 during the summer
period. I lived in the apartment together with other
students and eco-volunteers, and I worked as a
member of the research team. My time in Lošinj was
unforgettable: I’ve learned a lot about bottlenose
dolphins and the sea, and I met people from all around
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the world. I had the opportunity to experience two
different areas in the research of bottlenose dolphins:
first, I did the internship for my master thesis and I
worked on the bioacoustics of dolphins, recording
and analysing their whistles, and then I worked on
photo-identification. It was really interesting and the
guys from the research team are super nice, always
ready to help each other and to answer all of the

questions from students and eco-volunteers. I would
suggest this internship to everyone who wants to
experience the research on the field and some data
analysis, and to everyone who is ready to meet and
live with a lot of people from different countries.

Do you wish to expand your knowledge and to
gain some experience in marine biology?
Contact us here - link

Lisa Ganziol, Italy
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Adopt a dolphin!

blue-world.org

instagram.com/blueworldinstitute

twitter.com/blueworld_inst

fb.com/blueworldinstitute

A

quamarine readers have a special
opportunity to adopt a dolphin or to give adoption
as a gift while receiving an additional surprise in their
adoption package. In addition to the basic package,
in each we will also include:
•
E-adoption: adopter will get hard copy of the
certificate and yearly membership card, granting the
holder free entrance to the Lošinj Marine Education
Centre
•

Basic adoption: a keychain with marine motif

•
Junior adoption: Blue World Institute`s
workbook about dolphins
How to process: visit our adopt a dolphin webpage
(link), choose the dolphin and the package you like
and when you´re filling out the adopter´s form, add
word `AQUAMARINE` next to your last name.
For example, first name – John, last name – Smith
AQUAMARINE.
The deadline to use the code AQUAMARINE is from
releasing the “Aquamarine” till January 31st, 2020.
Thanks to you, `Adopt a dolphin` programme
became global!
Most adopters are from Croatia, right behind are
Germany, Austria and Switzerland. Other regular
adopters are from France, Hungary, Czech Republic,
Spain, Netherlands, etc…
We are happy to find out that people from India, South
Africa, United States and Ukraine are also taking
care of the bottlenose dolphins and got involved in
the `Adopt a dolphin` programme. We are hoping to
enlarge the scale soon!
Written by: Henrieta Belegišanin
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
DUJE

ELSA

Duje surprised us with his strength and

endurance this year. During one field trip, in the area
of Vir island, he was spotted in a seemingly calm
group of about 10 bottlenose dolphins that were
feeding. At one point, Duje unexpectedly swam just
in front of our boat and started jumping. In just two
minutes, we recorded the incredible 33 jumps.
We concluded that it was a carefree post-feeding
game and to us, researchers, a real treat that we
were able to record such an event with beautiful
photographs of Duje´s jumps.

W

e have frequently seen Elsa on the
eastern side of the island of Lošinj, near the islands
of Oruda and Palacol, during this research year.
Elsa’s now-a-year-old calf was swimming side by
side with it’s mother on every encounter. During one
field trip, Elsa was in a large group of eight mothers
and their calves. While taking the data, we noticed
that at one point the females went hunting and the
calves swam to our research vessel and spent a
full hour swimming in front of the bow. It was one
of those incredible experiences that our resident
dolphins bring to us.

NOLA

ELMAR

W

W

e often met Nola in a group with females
Jelena, Ivan, Ocean, Zora and their calves.

e always find Elmar in a large dolphin
groups that feed on the sea surface. Last year, we
met him feeding on garfish, while this year there
were mullets on the menu that were unsuccessfully
searching for a shelter under our vessel. During
this incredible encounter, since the dolphins were
near the sea surface all the time, we could hear
them communicating. Elmar, in the company of the
dominant males Meta, Šime, Blow and Oniklina,
who led the group, successfully taught other young
dolphins hunting techniques.
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Taking on the role of babysitter, Nola often babysitted
the calves when their mothers went hunting.
All this willingness to help was actually a welldeveloped maternal instinct, because at the end
of the summer, we saw a small fin next to Nola her newborn baby. It is always interesting to see
newborns being taught by their mothers to the first
steps, which are proper diving and surfacing.

blue-world.org

instagram.com/blueworldinstitute

twitter.com/blueworld_inst

fb.com/blueworldinstitute
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You can find out more about the Corporate
Social Responsibility Partnership here - link.
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various EU programmes:
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