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NEWS ABOUT ADOPETD DOLPHINS

DUJE, ELMAR, NOLA & ELSA

we share with you our most stunning
encounters during this summer research
sightings

NEW DOLPHINS

BABY DOLPHINS IN THE
ADRIATIC
newborns of summer 2020

ECO VOLUNTEERING BLOG

MEETING THE MOST MAGICAL
BEINGS ON THE PLANET

eco-volunteer Anja Gorup shares with you
her summer 2020 Eco-volunteering
programme experience
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OUR
MOST
STUNNING
ENCOUNTERS
WITH ADOPTED
DOLPHINS THIS
SUMMER

PHOTO: BWI ADRIATIC
DOLPHIN PROJECT JUNIOR
RESEARCHER KORINA UJČIĆ

D U J E

Duje is a dolphin that we often
see with Meta, and once we were
lucky to spot him in company of
more dolphins.
As the experienced Meta and Elmar
were teaching the young dolphins to
hunt, Duje was a major source of
distraction for both, us and the
young adults. He was seen splashing
around multiple youngsters, trying
to get them to play.
Although the young dolphins were
keen
on
learning
new
hunting
techniques,
Duje’s
perseverance
proved too much in the end. The
youngsters and Duje chased each
other around and trashed through
the
water
for
several
minutes.
Afterwards, Duje expressed his joy
by jumping several times.

Author: Jeroen Hofs
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E L M A R

Elmar might be getting older, but
he still knows how to party. We
will never forget the sighting
when Elmar surprised his best
friend Meta for his 30th birthday.
They met up near a trawler, where
they
feasted
on
the
fish
that
escaped from the net. They were
surrounded by a bunch of young
adults, who watched and learned.
The
teenagers
were
clearly
impressed
by
the
technique
displayed by Elmar and Meta, their
favourite teachers. Elmar and his
friends
jumped
multiple
times.
Elmar might not jump as often as
Duje, but he surely managed to win
the award for biggest splash!

Author: Jeroen Hofs
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N O L A

This is a very special year for
Nola. She became grandmother!
Her calf from 2010, known as Apple,
gave birth to a beautiful new-born.
We were delighted to find Nola and
her own one year old calf (who is
now an aunt already), right by the
side of her daughter and grandchild.
The
new-born
was
obviously
comfortable next to grandma. When
Apple dove down for some fish, Nola
introduced the little one to her
friends Celina and Jelena, and even
brought
it
quite
close
to
the
research boat.
We are looking forward to seeing
Nola,
her
daughters
and
her
grandchild again next year.

Author: Jeroen Hofs
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E L S A

When
we
found
a
group
of
dolphins
east
of
Lošinj
this
summer,
we
seemed
to
have
encountered
a
new
dolphin.
Among Anna and Celina, we found
a
young
dolphin,
that
came
straight to the boat to enjoy
several minutes of bow riding.
The
subadult
was
sometimes
swimming on its side, to take a look
at the funny creatures on the boat
(or as we say - researchers).
The
mystery
of
the
dolphin’s
identity
was
solved
when
new
dolphins joined the group. Among
the new dolphin, there was Elsa, the
young ‘new’ dolphin was actually
Elsa’s two year old calf. After
greeting her good friend Anna, Elsa
came to the boat to pick up her calf.
It was time to hunt some fish.

Author: Jeroen Hofs
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SUMMER
2020
NEWBORNS
ON THE PHOTO: BABY DOLPHIN
BARAKOKULAS2020,AROUND VIS
ISLAND

The gestation period in Bottlenose dolphins lasts 12 months.
In the Adriatic Sea, females give birth during the warm months
from May to August, since calves first have to develop the
isolating blubber layer. This can vary in other parts of the
world, but the tendency is conception and birth when water
temperatures are highest. Calves nurse for the first 12 to 18
months and then slowly include fish into their diet. The close
relationship between mother and calf will last between 3 to 5
years, then the calf will carry on into adulthood.

This year on Lošinj and Vis, we were
delighted to report over 30 new-born
dolphins!

On Lošinj, 16 dolphins were born. Well
known dolphin Apple and four others
became mothers for the first time.
Apple’s
new-born
calf
was
spotted
playing with Lira’s new-born. Other
mothers with the new-borns, like Lira,
Mali and Tijana, are more experienced
and already successfully raised calves
until adulthood. We are sure that the
new grandmothers Nola, Neverin and
Vivian are eager to help out the first
time mothers. After all, grandmothers
are often the best babysitters.

On Vis, 15 dolphins were born. Buza
and Kokusa became first time mothers,
Coco became a grandmother. For some
new-borns the month of birth could be
determined. For example, Arganel was
seen without a calf at the end of June,
but
seen
with
a
new-born
on
the
second day of August. Arganels calf
was probably born in July! We saw also
some calves that were born but not
seen in previous years. The calves of
Batihela and Eugen were already bow
riding in front of the research boat.

DID YOU KNOW?
Dolphins will sometimes take care of
each other's calves so that one
female
may
feed
without
the
responsibility of the calf. Evidence
indicates that in dolphins, mothering
skills are based on learned as well as
innate behavioural patterns, and that
babysitting provides an opportunity
for young females to learn how to be
competent mothers.

New-born dolphins need some time to
perfect their swimming skills. They
often launch themselves out of the
water a bit more than older dolphins.
This makes it easier for us to not only
photograph the fin, but also their
heads. The new-borns will stick close
to their mothers or to a babysitter. We
have often found the little guys in
somewhat larger groups. Family or not,
almost every dolphin is ready to help.
On
Vis,
we
were
lucky
to
spot
babysitter Vaske teaching a new-born
dolphin hunting techniques.

Authors: Jeroen Hofs & BWI team

09

SUMMER 2020
ECO-VOLUNTEER`S
BLOG
PHOTO: ANJA GORUP,
ECO-VOLUNTEER AT THE BLUE
WORLD INSTITUTE

In 2017, they amazed me, when by accident I went to the
Dolphin show in Cuba. The dolphins… Without an expectations,
they took me into delirium… Back then, absolutely uninformed
and unconscious, today I would NEVER EVER go again to the
place where animals are held in captivity.
In 2019, I found them again, in Canaries, in their natural
habitat. I joined the group of volunteers, observing whale’s
behavior. Only when coming back from the Canary Islands, I
realized that I can volunteer in Lošinj as well, in my own
country! ...

One step closer to the most
magical beings on the planet…
... This summer I finally went to
search for the dolphins in the
Adriatic. I was an eco-volunteer
at
the
Blue
World
Institute.
Waking up in the morning with
the thought – Wow, today I am
going to cruise this gorgeous sea
and search for the dolphins – for
me, indescribable!
Only to observe these islands
landscape
during
the
ride
is
healing, and the fact that you
stop by near the dolphin, who is
dedicatedly catching fish in the
depths, travels somewhere with
the serious focus, or plays and
jumps out the sea, you cannot
tell with words. You have to
feel it… That dolphin look, that
smile, the voice, the sound when
blowing out the air…magical!

The highlight of my adventure
were mom and the baby, who we
met between Silba and Olib. Mom
was
responsibly
protecting
the
calf,
and
with
big
dives
disappearing from our sight. Of
course,
we
did
not
follow.
Anywhere before, I wasn't closer
to a wild dolphin, with no danger
to
whatsoever
for
the
animal,
than when volunteering in Lošinj.
This feeling cannot be compared
with
anything,
and
the
opportunity is unique. To anybody
who loves the sea, loves animals,
go to find them! If you haven't
met the dolphin yet, it is time
now! The world will appear much
more beautiful afterwards…
Author: Anja Gorup, Zagreb

Summer 2021
Book your own
experience with us!

Find our more on:
blue-world.org/getinvolved/eco-volunteer/

11

follow our
activities
adopt-a-dolphin.org
blue-world.org
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