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LOŠINJ MARINE EDUCATION CENTRE

During 2020, 4.187 visitors visited Lošinj Marine

Education Centre. Through a short educational

video, info-panels and acoustic room, as well as

through conversations with the Center's

employees, the visitors were informed and

educated about the marine environment.

Following epidemiological measures due to the

situation with the COVID-19 virus, the Board of

Directors decided to close the Centre to visitors

on March 20th, 2020.

After reopening, the number of concurrent

visitors to the Centre was limited. The summer

was the period of the year when the Centre had

the most visitors, when tourists from Croatia

and other European countries participated in

our activities at the LMEC and in the dolphin

watching program.
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At the beginning of the year, we started with workshops for the group 'Little Blue World', which brought together

12 children from the local community, ages 6 to 11. Once a week we held a workshop for them with topics related

to the marine environment. The unfavorable epidemiological situation in Croatia has greatly limited the work of the

educational program in 2020, so we had to also suspend the running of the 'Little Blue World’.

However, despite COVID-19, in the summer months we had the opportunity to hold lectures on the topic 'The

Bottlenose Dolphins in the Adriatic', while adhering to epidemiological measures. In June, we held a lecture for the

SOS Youth Community Zagreb, and in August we hosted several families participating in the action 'Friends from

the Sea' from Caritas of the Diocese of the island of Krk.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR MEMBERS OF LOCAL NGO´S

We have been active in the local community in order to maintain educational programs and inform about our

activities and work in general among the island´s NGO´s, when the epidemiological situation allowed it. We have

achieved successful cooperations with the Association for the Protection of Persons with Disabilities 'IZVOR', the

Association of Parents of Children with Developmental Disabilities ‘Ruka u ruci’, the association active in the field of

culture and organization of cultural events on the island 'Relive’, and informal civic initiative ‘Rekreativa’ that

encourages recreation and healthy living. We have held, but will also continue to hold, educational programs for

their members, thus connecting local associations and expanding their impact and activities.
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At the end of January, the Croatian Days of Tourism were held in

Moscow, where we had the opportunity to present our three main

programs – research, education and conservation – and our other

activities to numerous travel agencies, tourism operators and the

media.

In April, we joined the ‘Book Night’, event held in an online version

due to the epidemiological situation. All users and visitors of our

social networks and official website were invited to contribute to the

celebration of the event with the theme ’Books that change the

world’. We were interested in which books educated and changed

the attitudes of our members towards nature, especially towards the

sea and its living beings. Various participants sent us photos and

videos they took in their homes, in nature, with the youngest or with

their pets, and of course, with books.

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS
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In September we marked the 'Open Days of NGO´s', joining the

event of the same name organized by the Office for Associations of

the Government of the Republic of Croatia. Entrance to our Centre

was free for all visitors and they got acquainted with our work and

various projects that we are implementing, but also opportunities

for volunteering and internship. Access to the Center was allowed in

compliance with epidemiological measures. We also joined the

event in an online format and for that occasion made a video about

the activities carried out from spring to autumn.

In the summer months, we held several lectures on the topic ‘The

Bottlenose Dolphins in the Adriatic' for guests of the tourist ship

'Romantic Star'. The ship stayed in the port of Mali Lošinj and in

cooperation with the travel agency Aronda Adriana Travel we

brought their guests closer to our work and influence in the local

community. We held 8 lectures for a total of 148 guests.

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS
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At the end of the year, the Centre closed its doors to visitors again.

Despite this, our members actively participated in organizing and

holding various online events in the form of workshops and

webinars. For the 'marGnet' project, we organized a webinar on the

detection, removal, disposal and recycling of waste from the seabed,

which was attended by 47 participants. As part of the activities of

the Life DELFI project, which aims to reduce the cetacean´s

interaction with professional fishing activities, we held two

workshops lasting a total of 6 hours on the method of photo-

identification of marine mammals. The workshop was attended by

project partners, a total of 14 people. We also organized a

workshop for 59 participants on the activities of the project 'ECOSS

- Ecological observing System in the Adriatic Sea: oceanographic

observations for biodiversity'.

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS AND ECO-VOLUNTEERS

During 2020, 5 students from Croatia, France, Germany and Portugal participated in our internship program for

students and young scientists for research and protection of marine mammals, sea turtles and other large sea

vertebrates. With their creative ideas and diligent work, students acquired skills and knowledge in the field of

marine biology, but also contributed to research and educational work.

Also, 6 volunteers from Croatia, Germany and Cyprus helped us in our research work. We have successfully

organized 4 trainings for eco-volunteers of the duration of 10 days. During their stay with us, they helped us collect

data on the behavior and movements of bottlenose dolphins and taught us how to identify dolphin individuals

based on photographs of dorsal fins.
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Within the 'marGnet’ project - Mapping and Recycling of Marine Litter and Ghost nets on the sea-floor, co-

financed by the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) as part of the Executive Agency for Small and

Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME) tender 'Sustainable Blue Economy Call', we attented the scientific meeting in

February in Venice. Representatives of our Institute exchanged experiences and knowledge with the participants

on the detection and mapping of marine litter on the seabed and its recycling from the sea.

In May, also as part of the aforementioned project, we invited our locals to be responsible and, if they have not

already, to raise awareness of the problem of marine litter ending up on beaches. In small groups, respecting the

epidemiological measures, we invited them to clean the beaches of Lošinj in the action ‘Clean the beach where

you can reach’. Our employee, together with 3 students who were staying on the island, responded to the action

and cleaned the Javorna beach on the east side of the island of Lošinj.

EDUCATION ON MARINE LITTER
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Also, as part of the activities of the ‘marGnet’ project, in cooperation with the Diving Center Sub Sea Son, we

organized a workshop called 'Open Days for Divers and Fishermen' on the island of Lošinj at the end of

September. The aim of the workshop was to inform the participants about the progress and activities of the

'marGnet' project, and introduce them a prototype of a device for recycling marine litter and conversion into

biofuel. A total of 38 participants attended the workshop. As a part of it, we organized a dive clean-up action in

Artatore Bay, with the participation of 5 divers and with the technical support of 14 volunteers on 3 boats. Given

the very good results, but also the positive cooperation with divers and the local community, in the coming years

we will continue to organize similar activities to preserve the natural heritage of our seabed.

EDUCATION ON MARINE LITTER
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At the end of September and the beginning of October, we joined the international initiatives 'Clean Up the Med'

and 'International Coastal Cleanup' and the event ‘Hrvatska volontira‘ of the Croatian Center for the Development

of Volunteering and organized two beach clean-ups and one dive clean-up, also within the activities of the

‘marGnet’ project. Citizens and tourists of the Lošinj camp Čikat took part in the cleaning actions, a total of 24

participants. On this occasion, they were briefly introduced to the aforementioned initiatives, the problem of the

increasing presence of marine litter on beaches and methods for its proper collection and disposal.

EDUCATION ON MARINE LITTER
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28th DOLPHIN DAY

In a modest edition, due to the situation with the COVID-19

pandemic, the 28th Dolphin Day was held at our Centre and on that

occasion, we organized several activities for visitors of different ages.

In accordance with the recommendations of the National

Epidemiological Headquarters on limiting the number of participants

in the events, we held a workshop with a quiz for preschool children

in the morning, while in the afternoon for the children split in two

categories - ages 8-10 and 10-12. A total of about 50 children

participated in the activities. In the evening, we held a lecture on ‘The

Bottlenose Dolphins in the Adriatic Sea‘, attended by the employees

of the Public Institution for Nature Protection of Međimurje County -

‘Međimurska priroda‘.
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WORLD SEA TURTLE DAY

Traditionally, we celebrated World Sea Turtle Day on June 16th and

thus combined this event with the educational activities of the LIFE

Euroturtles project. On the boat in Zabodarski Bay, with the support

of the Mali Lošinj Tourist Board and with the help of our volunteers,

we held a creative workshop for 17 children, ages 5 to 12. The topics

of the workshop were the biology and ecology of sea turtles, with an

emphasis on the threats they face during their life cycle and the

protection measures and rules of responsible behavior towards the

marine environment that we all need to apply. The massive problem is

the growing amount of plastic waste in the sea, so we tried to teach

the children of the different litter sources and how to properly

dispose plastic waste, but also how to reduce the use of plastic in

everyday life.
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AQUAMARINE

Traditionally, at the end of the year, we prepared and published a new issue of 'Aquamarine', a magazine for

dolphin adopters and our members, available on our website:

https://www.blue-world.org/resources/educational-resources/

https://www.blue-world.org/resources/educational-resources/


Završno izvješće

MEDIA APPEARANCES
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COOPERATIONS, PARTNERSHIPS, SUPPORT

• In cooperation with: • With support from: • Partnership with:


